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(2) If so, have staff and fund alloca-
tions been increased to cater for
this growing demand?

The Hon. W. P. WILLESEE replied:
(1) "Modern Social Issues" Pro-

grammes in the country are con-
tingent on staff and funds being
available. The programme will be
expanded whenever possible.

(2) Additional funds are being sought
from State and Commonwealth
sources for this purpose.

4. PASTORAL LEASES
Rent Relief

The Hon. 0. W. BERRY, to the Leader
of the House:
(1) How many applications for relief

from pastoral rents have been re-
ceived from lessees in the Shires of
Laverton, Leonora, Menzies, Sand-
stone and Wiluna?

(2) How many have been approved in
each area?

The Hon. W. F. WILTESEE replied:

(1) and (2) Details concerning appli-
cations for relief from pastoral
rents under the provisions of sec-
tion lOlA of the Land Act are as
follows:-

Shire of

Laverton . ..
1,onora
MenIzies.....
Sandstone
Wfluns .. ..

Applicationis
Rteceivedl

3
15
12
17
6

Appieatluns
approved
(to date)

N"

9

5. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Esperance Shire

The Hon. D. J1. WORDSWORTH, to
the Minister for Local Government:
(1) What was the reason for the Exe-

cutive Council's decision to change
the number of councillors to repre-
sent the various wards of the Shire
of Esperance?

(2) bid either the Shire Council, In-
dividual councillors, or ratepayers,
petition for a new allocation of
representation?

(3) Does not the Minister consider
that in all decency he should have
notified the Shire of the Executive
Council's decision before publish-
ing the notice in the Government
Gazette?

(4) In view of the fact that in the
future, seven councillors will
represent one ward, while only one
will represent each of the extensive
new-land wards, would not the
Minister consider it more wise to
redistribute the wards?

(5) What is the respective areas,
Population, and property value of
each of the five wards, and how
does the Minister explain the
soundness of the change?

(6) If revaluation of country wards
shows a rise in values, will the
Minister be changing the repre-
sentation back again?

The Hon. Rt. H. C. STUBBS replied:
(1) Numerous requests for increased

membership in the Esperance
Ward including representations
from the Esperance Ratepayers'
and Electors' Association and
town business people.

(2) No.
(3) Orders in Council are not effec-

tive until published In the Gov-
ernment Gazette. Exception is
taken to the word 'decency'. The
Council was notified within three
working days of the Publication
of the Order in the Gazette.

(4) No. The decision was made on
the basis of the number of rate-
Payers and rates struck in the
Esperance and other Wards.

(5)
Word Population Area Unpoved

(up1prox.) Sq. Mils Valuation.

Esperohice 4,000 20 83,2
Central 050 1,050 2,147,734
North ., 750 6,500 920,193
East .... ..... 550 2,450 1,017,7W0
WVest..........450 060 1.35S,477

(6) Not necessarily.
House adjourned at 12.51 am. (Friday)

rniiltiui'.ruw h~
Thursday, the 1st June, 1972

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 11 am., and read prayers.

URGENCY MOTION
Statement by Tlhe Speaker

THlE SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) (11.01
alm.]: I have this morning received a
letter from the Deputy Leader of the Op-
Position seeking permission under Stand-
Ing Order 48 to move an urgency motion.
but due to lack of time I have not been
able to study the subject matter of the
request and make a decision as to whether
it is in order under Standing Order 49.

MAIN ROADS ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Council's Message

Message from the Council notifying that
it had disagreed to the further amend-
ments made by the Assembly to the Coun-
cil's amendments, and insisted on Its
original amendments, now considered.
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In Committee Mr. JAMIESON: Under these circumn-
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(Mr. A. R. Tonkin) in the Chair: Mr.
Jamieson (Minister for Works) In charge
of the Hill.

The amendments made by the Council
to which the Assembly had agreed, subject
to further amendments, and which are
insisted on by the Council, were as fol-
low:-

No. 4.
Clause 6, page 3, line 21-Delete the

passage "or in the vicinity of".
No. 5.

Clause 6, page 3, line 25-Delete the
passage 'or in the vicinity of".

The Assembly's further amendments, to
which the Council has disagreed, were as
follows:-

No. 4.
Add to this amendment the follow-

ing:-
" and to substitute for the words
deleted the passage "or within 300
feet of"

No. 5.
Add to this amendment the follow-

ing:
"and to substitute for the words
deleted the passage "or within 300
feet of" "

Mr. JAMIESON: I move-
That the Committee continue to

agree with the Council's amendments
and to Insist upon its further amend-
ments made to the Council's amend-
ments to which the Council has dis-
agreed.

I have moved this way to avoid a ludicrous
position which would otherwise arise.
Local authorities all over the State have
unlimited authority in connection with
signs. It is ludicrous to suggest that in
transferring the authority to the Main
Roads Department we should give that
department no authority at all except
within the confines of the road verges.
Under such circumstances we would be far
better off if the local authorities were to
retain full control. However, apparently
this is not desired by the Parliament. The
Parliament has said the Main Roads De-
partment will have authority to order the
situation that exists in connection with
main roads, but the signs are to be con-
fined to the precincts of main roads. Even
so, if somebody wants to put up a sign he
will have the right of appeal, under pro-
visions that have been incorporated,
against any decision that a sign should
not be erected within a prescribed area of
the main road.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): Order! There Is too much con-
versat ion.

stances I consider we have gone as far
as we can. For this reason I feel that it
should be resolved by a conference of
managers. It seems quite ridiculous that
we are not specifying anything at all when.
In all other States, it has been found necps-
sary to give this authority over a distance
of 600 to 660 feet from the road-indeed,
in some cases, there is unlimited scope.

At the moment it would mean that a
sign could be erected two inches inside a
fence. It could be an electrically illumi-
nated sign and attract the attention of a
driver. It could, in fact, be the cause of
accidents and the department could do
nothing. I do not think that this is fair
and reasonable. We must come to some
compromise on this and I am sure we can
sort it out.

For these reasons I have moved in this
way and I mention that the further
amendments are to include a figure of 300
feet.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I think what the Coun-
cil has suggested is reasonable and should
be agreed to. I do not see any reason for
giving the Main Roads Department
control over a distance of 300 feet back
from the road. I am a little disappointed
the Minister has not agreed with the Coun-
cil. However, he has indicated there will
be a conference of managers on this matter
and I leave it at that point. I hope he will
see fit to agree to what the Council has
suggested.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
further amendments to the Council's
amendments insisted on.

Report
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.
Assembly's Request for Conference

Mr. JAMIESON: I move-
That the Council be requested to

grant a conference on the further
amendments insisted on In the Main
Roads Act Amendment Bill, and that
the managers for the Assembly be the
member for Mt. Lawley (Mr. O'Con-
nor), the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Fletcher), and the mover.

Mr. OAYF'ER: I do not rise to object to
a manager's conference but I think the
Country Party should be considered in this
matter. It seems to be rather a slight to
my party that we should be ousted Into
the corner paddock. I ask the Minister
to consider appointing a representative of
the Country Party to this conference.

Mr. JAMIESON: This is a most unusual
request. Unfortunately, in this Parlia-
ment we are in the situation of having the
Government and an Opposition composed
of two parties. We recognise the third
party, but nobody other than the
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spokesman for the Opposition rose to
argue this matter. At this stage, I
think it it appropriate that the persons
I have nominated be the representatives
of this Chamber. We cannot have it both
ways. In the other place representatives
of the Country Party and the Liberal Party
and a Minister have been appoin ted as
managers.

The Premier has suggested that we might
meet the situation by appointing two addi-
tional managers. I therefore seek leave of
the House to Increase the number of
managers to five, including a country mern-
ber from this side and the member for
Avon. Must I seek leave to withdraw the
motion?

The SPEAKER: Seek leave to add to
Your motion.

Mr. JAMIESON: I seek leave to add to
my motion.

The SPEAKER: Is leave granted to add
two further names to the motion?

Leave granted.
Mr. O'CONNOR: Do you need a seconder

for that, Mr. Speaker?
The SPEAKER: No. This Is a machin-

ery matter.
Mr. JAMIESON: I move-

That the member for Avon (Mr.
Gayfer) and the member for Merre-
dln-Yllgarn (Mr. Brown) be included.

Questions put and passed and a mes-
sage accordingly returned to the Council.

INHERITANCE (FAMILY AND
DEFENDANTS PROVISION)

BILL

in Committee
Resumed from the 4th May. The Deputy

Chairman of Committees (Mr. A. R,
Tonkin) in the Chair; Mr. T. D. Evans
(Attorney-General) in charge of the Bill.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): Progress was reported after clause
2 had been agreed to.

Clause 3 put and passed.
Clause 4: Interpretation-
Mr. MENSAROS: I wish only to make a

comment. I do not propose to move any
amendments to this clause. As I said
during the second reading debate, the de-
finition of "child" Includes an illegitimate
or adapted child. It would follow that
some children may have the right to
claim on four estates, those of the
natural parents and those of the two
adoptive parents, unless section 7 (1) (b)
of the Adoption of Children Act as
amended last year-I do not know whether
it has yet been proclaimed-overrides the
definition of "child" contained in this Bill.*
The definition in the Adoption of Child-
ren Act is different from the definition

occurring here. I seek clarification from
the Attorney -General as to whether the
definition in the Bill under discussion
would enable some persons to claim on
four different estates.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I think the member
for Floreat does not attach sufficient sig-
nificance to what this Bill seeks to do. It
confers a right on a person to apply-
right which the court may say has or has
not merit. I think the honourable mem-
ber falls to realise that this provision does
not confer a statutory right to participate
but confers only a right to apply.

The definition In this Bill reads-
"child" in relation to any person or
persons includes an illegitimate or
adopted child;

once a child has been adopted pursuant to
the Adoption of Children Act, any nexus
with his natural family Is broken pursu-
ant to that Act, and no right or authority
conferred by this Act would give the
adopted child the right to claim against
the estate of his natural parents.

There Is clear provision to the contrary
In Lhe Adoption of Children Act. once
an order of adoption has been made, the
nexus, whether it be of adoption or other-
wise, is clearly and unequivocally rendered.

Dr. DADOUR: Under the definition of
"child," I feel we could include "stepchild."
Many older children of widows who re-
marry can clearly remember their own
fathers and wish to retain their fathers'
names. They are never adopted. However,
the stepfathers may become extremely
attached to these children.

When we come to consider clause 7 (1)
(f) I feel we should pay attention to the
word "Special." What does "special" mean?
Would stepchildren be included in this
category?

I would like to know the definition of
the word "grandchild." Does it refer to
great - grandchildren and great - great -
grandchildren?

Mr. Hartrey: That is what it says.

Dr. DADOUR: The other point on which
I seek clarification is this: Can a grand-
child claim from the estate of a grand-
parent if the Issue between them Is still
alive-that is, the child's father?

Mr. T. D. Evans: Yes. teMnse'

Dr. IDADOUR: I felt
second reading speech was
OUS.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I will
we come to clause 7.

Clause Put and passed.

a little ambigu-

comment when

Clause 5 put and passed.
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Clause 6: Claims against estate of de-
ceased person-

Mr. MENSAROS: I move an amend-
ment-

Page 4, line 4-Delete the word "Sup-
port."

I dealt with this point during the second
reading debate, but I would like to repeat
It for the benefit of the Committee.

The original Act, the Testator's Family
Maintenance Act, which was repealed,
allowed claims--and I fully understand the
remarks made by the Attorney-General
that this whole measure relates only to
claims to the court-if there were no ade-
quate provision for the proper mainten-
ance, education, or advancement in life of
the claimant. This generally referred to
young people who were descendants of the
deceased and who, through no fault of
their own, lacked the educational facilities
or other means to advance in life.

The present Bill introduces the word"support" which I seek to delete. If this
word is not deleted, a situation could arise
where a person has finished his education
and then commits himself to hire-purchase
agreements or even bankrupts himself. He
could then justifiably claim that he needs
support. This legislation extends the right
to claim to any age group. It is quite
obvious that young people need education
and I do not suppose the court would rule
that a 55-year-old person could justifiably
claim for further education or even ad-
vancemnent in life.

Is it the intention to extend this pro-
vision to anyone of any age group who can
be in the position of needing support by
deliberate election? For this reason I
oppose the inclusion of the word "support."

I understand the Law Society did not
recommend the inclusion of this word, and
for some reason the Minister went further
than the recommendations. Of course, he
is perfectly entitled to do this. Despite
the fact that I pointed this out during the
second reading debate, the Attorney-
General did not specifically reply to my
question. Perhaps he will now tell us the
reason for the inclusion of this word.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I strongly recommend
to the Committee that it does not support
the proposed amendment. The word "sup-
port" would be deleted from the phrase
governing the court's Power to make Pro-
vision out of an estate. This Power is de-
fined In clause 6 (1). I regard the ward
"support" as being highly significant in
that context, because it enlarges the con-
cept of adequate provision. What is ade-
quate may not be nearly as generous as
the intention of the deceased or the assets
of the estate would Permit.

Maintenance is the provision of neces-
sities, and necessities In law are strictly
defined according to the doctrine of stare
decisis. Support goes much further than

this. It Is important to note also, as the
member for Floreat has Pointed out, the
Bill does not deal only with children; it
deals also with adults and aged persons.
Therefore, having deleted the expression
which gives power to the court to act, and
having deleted the word "support," the
legislation would provide only for main-
tenance, education, or advancement in the
case of an aged person, an adult, or a
child. Such power may well be inadequate.
In the case of adult Persons Provision for
education would be Inappropriate. I can-
not support the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived,
Clause put and passed.
Clause 7: Persons entitled to claim-
Mr. MENSAROS: I move an amend-

ment-
Page 5, lines I to 6-Delete all words

after the word "deceased" down to
and including the word "mnere', with
a view to substituting the following:-
"who at the time of death of the de-
ceased was being wholly or partly
maintained by the deceased and
whose parent the child of the de-
ceased had predeceased the de-
ceased".

This amendment relates to the question
mentioned by the member for Subiaco.
According to the Bill as It stands a grand-
child may be included in the circle of those
who cjan claim if the grandparent has died,
even if the Parents are alive. A grandchild
or grandchild to be born Is included, ir-
respective of whether or not the grand-
Parent has in fact supported the child or
whether or not there is any indication that
a child to be born will be supported by
the grandparent.

The Opposition thinks this provision
creates too wide a circle. The natural re-
sponsibility for maintaining the child rests
with the Parent. Therefore, my amend-
ment seeks that the grandchild should
come in as a claimant in relation to his
grandpa rent only if the intermediate
parent dies and if. in addition to that, the
grandparent provided for the child. I think
this is quite a reasonable amendment.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The member for
Floreat has clearly indicated the effect of
his amendmnent. In my view, and in the
view of the Law Reform Committee, the
amendment -will restrict the application of
the provision, and restrict the jurisdiction
or discretion of the court in applying this
clause to those who have been wholly or
partly maintained by the deceased and
whose relating parent had predeceased the
deceased. The amendment would exclude
all those whose claims can be traced
through a surviving child of the deceased.
This also answers the query of the member
for Subiaco.
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I referred the amendment to the Law
Reform Committee, and I am advised by
It that such a limitation could cause severe
injustice in that it is possible for there
to be a deserving grandchild who could
not fulfil the proposed conditions. An
example is the case where a relating par-
ent has become alienated from the grand-
child for some reason and that parent does
not wish to claim at all on his own father's
estate. If the amendment is accepted the
grandchild would be unable to claim.

The Lawv Reform Committee considers
that all that is contemplated Is the con-
ferring of a right to apply, and not a statu-
tory right to participate. An order would
not be made unless the court was satisfied
that in the particular circumstances the
deceased was under a moral obligation to
make provision out of his estate for the
applicant. That is the view of the Law
Reform Committee.

I would add that there may well be
deserving grandchildren of the deceased
who may not even know of the where-
abouts of their parents, or whether they
are alive. Such potential claims would be
barred by the amendment. The Law Re-
form Committee has stressed that this
clause is only a list and not an order of
priorities, or even a guarantee of eventual
participation. For those reasons I recom-
mend to the Committee that it does not
accept the amendment.

Mr. MENSAROS: The Minister's ex-
planation is not convincing. He said the
amendment could cause grave injustices,
but he did not say why. Of course, if
this Provision were to include an extreme
case of, say, a pet animal of the deceased.
it could be said that an injustice would
be done to the pet animal if that provi-
sion is deleted. But in my mind the
Minister should have explained what in-
justice may occur.

Perhaps I could meet the Minister half
way. During the second reading he said
there could be cases where the grandchild
is supported by the grandparent. That is
a logical contention. Therefore, if we de-
lete from the words proposed to be Inserted
the words "and whose Parent the child of
the deceased had predeceased the de-
ceased" the point made by the Attorney-
General would be covered: namely, that
the parent may be alienated from the
grandparent and consequently a child
should have an option to claim.

However, I emphasise that, although this
is only a claim and we must accept that
through ignorance or laziness some people
omit to make a will, in most cases if there
is compassion and if it is known to the
grandparent that his own child alienated
himself from the grandchild, surely he
would firstly maintain that grandchild and,
secondly, ensure that the grandchild is
provided for in his will.

We come again to the main principle of
the Bill, which is how much one should
restrict or potentially restrict the right of
the individual to make provision regard-
ing his own assets in the manner he wishes.
If the Minister wishes to stand firm on the
reasons he gave, perhaps we could meet
half way.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I cannot go even that
far with the member for Floreat because
the Projected amendment of his amend-
ment requires that there shall be some
nexus; and that nexus Is whole or partial
support of the claimant by the deceased.

There could well be the case of a grand-
child of a deceased who in fact had not
been maintained either wholly or partly
and the related father between the grand-
child and the deceased could have become
alienated from the deceased or maybe was
of the opinion that he did not wish to
make a claim against the estate if Insuffi-
cient or no provision had been made in
the estate for the related parent perhaps
as a result of pride or ignorance, and
thereby the grandchild who had not at any
time been maintained either wholly or
partly by the deceased would have the
right to claim. This is only a right to
claim; the court determines whether there
is a right to Participate.

Dr. DADOUR: I support the member for
Thereat not only in regard to what he has
said, but also because of my feelings in
general that the legislation is far too wide.
I feel limitations should be placed upon
it. All we hear from the Attorney-General
is that these are the submissions of the
Law Reform Committee. The Attorney-
General made one mistake when he Intro-
duced the Hill. He said-

It is considered that society's atti-
tude to the right of a man, or of a
woman, for that matter, to dispose of
his or her property as he or she thinks
fit even beyond doubt has changed.

It might have changed in the Attorney-
General's view, but not in mine.

Mr. TI. D. Evans: It changed with the
passage of the legislation.

Dr. DADOUR: Similar legislation was
kicked out of the South Australian Parlia-
ment in 1968, but despite this the Attorney-
General seeks to make our legislation
wider. He speaks of the golden thread of
justice running through the legislation, but
it appears to me he is trying- to give us
the golden rivet.

The amendment moved by the member
for Floreat is reasonable, because at least
it could bring about some semblance of
justice. If the grandparent wished to leave
the grandchild any money he would have
done so.

Mr. T. D. Evans: What if he had died
intestate?
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Dr. DADOUR: There is still a provision
under the legislation whereby the grand-
child can make a claim whether the father,
mother, or other issue is between hin and
the grandparent. That is why I support
the amendment moved by the member for
Floreat. Who knows better than a wise
and just parent how his estate should
be distributed? Who knows my innermost
thoughts better than I do? Surely a man
ha~s the right to make his own will. Under
the Provisions in the Bill, however, the
court will be able to rewrite the
will of any man. Surely one of the
sacred things a person still possesses
is the right to make his own will and de-
cide how his estate shall be distributed.
AS I have said, this whole piece of legisla-
tion is too wide and it leaves much to be
desired. There are many good points in
the Bill but they need clarification.

Mr. Hartrey: This will affect the living
and not the dead.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Briefly, I draw the
attention of the member for Subiao to
the fact that the principle which he es-
pouses-namely, a person's right to dispose
of his estate as he thinks fit-was altered
in 1939, and has been qualified by granting
the right to certain persons to apply to
the court to miake a claim on testate
estates. That right has been granted since
1939.

Dr. Dadour: That is on testate estates.
Mr. T. D. EVANS: Yes. Therefore, 'it

Is too late now to close the stable door. It
is true LiiaL this Bill seeks to extend the
right of persons to claim on intestate es-
tates. However, a Supreme Court judge-
and there has been a great deal of experi-
ence and case law in this jurisdiction since
1939-would be guided by the principle
that If he has to alter the will of a de-
ceased person-and there must be strong
and cogent reasons for this--what he
would normally do would be to endeavour
to place himself in the position of a testa-
tor and to write a will as a wise and just
testator would have done.

Firstly, the judge must convince himself
that there are sound reasons why he should
interfere. If he determines that he should
interfere it is only just that he place him-
self in the role of a testator and ask himself
what the testator would have done had he
acted in a wise and just manner. I am sure
the same principle will apply when dealing
with claims made on intestate estates. I
would think the judge would first of all ask
himself if the deceased person had in fact
made a will, how he would have acted, or
whether he would have made a determina-
tion to act at all.

I take this opportunity, with your indul-
gence, Mr. Deputy Chairman (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin), to answer the other point
made on an earlier clause by the
member for Subiaco which is rele-
vant to clause '7. I will have the Point

examined and it may well be that we could
include an amendment in another place.
I Prefer to make any amendments to the
Bill in another place to avoid a reprint of
the Hill.

Mr. MENSAROS: I do not want to labour
this Point much further, because the
Attorney-General cannot see any merit in
ft. I will await with interest to hear the
arguments Put forward by the Attorney-
General should another place came for-
ward with a similar amendment.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Coming events cast
their shadows.

Mr. MENSAROS: In any event, in view
of the fact that I feel there was some mis-
understanding over the provision relating
to special moral responsibility. I should
emphasise the point I made during the
Second reading stage of the Bill. At that
time I said clearly that both the Opposi-
tion and I1 personally were not opposed
to precluding the de facto wife, or the die
facto husband, for that matter, from
claiming against an estate, but we are
appalled that the Government is anxious
to include these persons only under the
heading of special moral responsibility.

As I said during the second reading
debate, and I repeat it for the sake of the
record, we feel that if the Government
wishes to include these persons in other
Acts we should specify how they shall be
included, but in this State the Government
should not bring such Persons under the
headinig of a special moral responsibility
because we consider that marriage, another
nucleus of society, is moral. We cannot
bring under the same beading the tie facto
relations.

I repeat that If I were a judge I would
exclude de facto relations, because refer-
ence is made to moral obligations. I would
say that in the eyes of society a de facto
relationship is not a moral relationship.
Therefore I want this to be recorded and
to be made absolutely clear, because the
member for Boulder-Dundas has argued
against me. His argument was Perfectly
correct, except that he took other premises
to argue from. He said that I had pre-
viously supported the Government in In-
cluding de facto relations. I did, but the
Previous Government did not brinig in die
facto relations under the heading of moral
obligations. If the Bill did state that the
circle of Persons included die facto relations
then I would agree.

Mr. T. D). Evans: That is for the court
and not for the Minister to determine.

Mr. MENSAROS: I asked the Attorney-
General whether it is intended to extend
it to die facto relations, and the Minister
replied in the affirmative. If that is so
then the position should be stated as such
in the clause. We voice Our Opposition to
the procedure Proposed to be adopted.
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Amendment put and negatived. Will the Attorney-General advise me
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 8 to 10 Put and passed.
Clause 11: Power of Administrator to

distribute where immediately necessar-
Mr. MENSAROB: I do not want to with-

draw my amendment on the notice Paper,
although I fully realise the Government
will not agree to it.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. Rt.
Tonkin): I suggest the honourable member
move both amendments together, because
they are closely related.

Mr. MENSAROS: I move the following
amendments:-

Page 6, line 19-Delete the word
'.support."

Page 6, line 20-Delete the word
-'support.",

Mr. T. D. EVANS: These two amend-
ments involve the deletion of the word
"support" from the phrase appearing in
the clause which governs the Power of the
administrator, and not of the court, to
distribute the estate where it becomes
necessary immediately so to do.

For the reasons I outlined when dis-
cussing clause 6 we cannot accept this
attempt to narrow the authority of the
court or of the administrator to act in
this direction. I would draw attention to
the fact that section 9A of the Testator's
Family Maintenance Act uses the word
"'support" in this context. This Is some-
thing which has stood the test of time In
relation to the conduct and powers of
administrators. Now that we are seeking
to replace this legislation we should not
delete the word. Apparently the provi-
sion has worked satisfactorily with Its in-
clusion.

I oppose the amendments.
Amendments put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 12 to 15 put and passed.
Clause 16: Order for increased provi-

sion-
Mr. MENSAROIS: Will the Attorney-

General explain whether the Provisions In
this clause could result in holding up the
distribution of an estate almost indefi-
nitely. Subelause (1) states--

(1) Where it would not be ineqult-
table to grant relief having regard to
all Possible implications in respect to
other persons, and an application for
increased Provision Is made by or on
behalf of a person in respect of whom
an order has been made under this
Act on the ground that since the date
of that order circumstances have so
changed that undue hardship will be
caused if Increased Provision is not
made, the Court may make an order
for increased provision.

whether a time limit is to be imposed, and
if so whether it will hold up the distribu-
tion of an estate if subsequent applica-
tions for increased provisions are made?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The question which
Is worrying the honourable member Is
whether in the event of a subsequent ap-
plication, it could result In delaying the
administrator or the executor in making a
final determination.

I think the court will have proper re-
gard for the length of tune that has
elapsed since the date of the death of the
deceased, the date when the original appli-
cation was approved, and the expiration
of time until the subsequent application.
Here again the same principle applies. Very
strong and cogent reasons would have to
be adduced before the court would inter-
fere with the distribution of an estate; but
the Possibility does exist.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 17 and 18 put and passed.
Clause 19: Mortgages, etc.. of provi-

sion under orders--
Mr. MENSAROS: In the second reading

debate I raised this query, but it has not
been clarified. The clause states that no
mortgage which is given of or over any
Provision out of the estate of any deceased
person, and which is given before the
order of the court Is made, shall be of any
force, validity, or effect.

First of all I am a little worried that
this provision might mean that an estate,
which required a credit, would not be able
to obtain it. It is quite possible that a rural
estate would be in this position.

Mr T. D. EVANS: I think the member
for Floreat would be the first to see the
significance of the first part of this clause
which provides that no mortgage will be
possible over the estate of a deceased person
before an application for the right to share
in that estate has been made. The public
Policy is to protect the right of any pos-
sible applicant against an administrator or
an executor who might wish to defeat a
possible claim by mortgaging a substantial
part of or an entire estate. If this pro-
vision did not exist, public policy would be
defeated.

The second part of the clause also seeks
to protect Public policy, but I do not think
this is as important as the provision con-
cerning a mortgage being made before an
application is approved. However, the
second portion of the provision does pro-
vide for mortgages to be given only after
the Permission of the court has been given.

Mr. MENSAROS: I accept that explana-
tion, but it does not deal with the problem
I raised. I realise the Minister desires to
Protect the estate against a malicious ad-
ministrator. That is fair enough; but what
about the effect of the provision on an
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estate which requires credit between the
time the Person concerned dies and the time
of the redistribution? On the one hand we
are talking about an executor or an ad-
ministrator who might wish to prevent the
proper successors obtaining benefit from
the estate, and this matter is taken care of
under this clause. on the other hand,
however, the provision would equally pre-
vent the proper businesslike continuation
of the estate between the time the person
dies and the time the estate is administered.
This query has not been answered.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 20: Power of Administrator to

distribute-
Dr. DADOIJR: During the second reading

debate I dealt with gifts made by persons
who knew they would die within a short
time. Such gifts would never be included
in the estate concerned. If we are to be
consistent, I do not see any reason for not
including some time limit with regard to
gifts so that any gifts made, say, three to
sixK months before the death would be in-
cluded in the deceased's estate.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I find the attitude of
the member for Subiaco quite surprising.
Earlier he stressed the importance of a
person having the inviolable right to dis-
pose of his property as he so directs. How-
ever, now he feels it is wrong that this Bill
should not have any application to a per-
son who, within a short time prior to his
death, disposes, by gift, of his estate. The
hionourable member cannot have it both
ways.

It is public policy that while a person is
living he should have every right to dispose
of his estate as he so desires, by gift or
otherwise. I cannot see any consistency
in his argument. It is true that for the
purpose of death duties a person's estate
includes any gifts made in the three years
prior to death; but that is only for the
calculation of death duties.

Dr. DAflOUR: I raised the matter on a
point of consistency. The idea is that the
estate should be shared amongst all the
people who it is thought have a claim
morally, specially, or as a blood relation.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): Order! There Is too much
audible conversation.

Dr. DAflOUR: Many people these days
can be told accurately how long they have
to live. This is particularly so in regard
to cancer. The date of death can be pin-
pointed fairly well these days. When a man
is told he is to die he could give all his
money away and as a consequence those
who could have a claim would be unable
to claim. If the Minister wishes to be con-
sistent, some provision should be made for
the circumstances to which I refer.

Mr. Bertram: Could you not move an
amendment accordingly?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I have spoken on this
issue. It is a public policy that during his
lifetime a Person should be able to dispose
of his estate as he desires without obtain-
ing sanction under any Statute or with-
out having anyone looking over his shoul-
der waiting for him to die so that he can
pounce on the estate, including any gifts
he might have made. I do not believe we
should extend the provision in the way the
honourable member suggests.

However, the member for Subiaco may
care to propose an amendment along these
lines to be moved in another place. It is
my view, as I read public policy, that a
person should not have a judge looking
over his shoulder and waiting for him to
die so that gifts made during his lifetime
can be brought back into the estate.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 21 put and passed.
Schedule put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Hill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

T. D. Evans (Attorney-General),
transmitted to the Council.

Mr.
and

HOSPITALS ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Council's Amendments

Amendments made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(Mr. A. R. Tonkin) in the Chair; Mr.
Bickerton (Minister for Housing) in charge
of the Bill.

The amendments made by the Council
were as follows-

Clause 12.
Page 8, lines 15 to 17-Delete Para-

graph Wb of Proposed new section 7A.
Clause 30.

Page 15, line 13-Add after the word
"Act' the following:-

but this power shall not extend to
any fees charged In respect of the
professional services of a medical
practitioner.

Mr. BICK[ERTON: Members will recall
that the Hospitals Act Amendment Hill was
introduced in this Chamber by the Minis-
ter for Health. I now represent the
Minister in his absence. One matter which
caused considerable debate in this Cham-
ber was that of central laundry facilities
for public hospitals. An examination of
the amendments proposed by the Council
will indicate that that House has not
agreed to the Proposal.
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My advisers, advising me on behalf of
the Minister for Health, have suggested
that I accept the Council's amendments.
One amendment was proposed by the
Minister for Health, and the other was
proposed by the Legislative Council. How-
ever, in accepting the advice given to me
I feel I would like to make a few com-
ments in connection with one particular
amendment.

It is clearly obvious to me that a central
laundry service for public hospitals Is a
necessity. Whether that service be sup-
plied by Private enterprise or by the Gov-
ernment is a matter of one's opinion. From
inquiries I have made it is obvious the
Public Health Department has made every
endeavour to obtain such a service from
private enterprise. Indeed, the previous
Government which subscribed greatly to
this type of enterprise had on many occa-
sions endeavoured to obtain a satisfactory
central laundry service, but It was unable
to do so. In fact, when tenders were called
for such a service only one application
was received, which was quite unsatisf ac-
tory.

My knowledge of Standing Orders pro-
hibits me from reflecting on the other
House, and that makes the situation rather
difficult and ties my hands to some extent.
Some of the speakers to the Bill in another
Place were Ministers in the previous
Government, and while governing they
could not come up with a sensible and
reasonable solution so far as a central
laundry service was concerned.

I do not know what advice those Minis-
ters may have received, or what pressure
may have been brought to bear on them
-nor do I Imply that pressure was brought
to bear-but it seems strange to me that
people who have had years of experience
in administering departments, and who
know the difficulty associated with obtain-
ing laundry services, should be the ones
to delete the Provision contained in para-
graph (b) of proposed new section 7A.

Paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of pro-
posed new section 7A read as follows:-

7A. The Minister shall have general
power-

(a) to establish depots and make
contracts for the supply of
equipment, stores, drugs and
other hospital requisites to
hospitals;

(b) to establish and conduct cen-
tralised catering, laundry, and
other services and facilities
for any public hospital;

(c) to maintain an exchange
through which hospitals may
secure the services of staff;

As far as the other place is concerned,
paragraphs (a) and (c) are to remain in
the proposed new section, but for some

reason completely unknown to me-al-
though I have my suspicions--paragraph
(b) has been deleted.

If the Provision for a central laundry
service were deleted on the ground that
it did not comply with the objectives of
Private enterprise, then why leave In para-
graphs (a) and (c)? The situation put
forward by the Minister for Health in this
Chamber was very reasonable indeed. He
asked for nothing more than the authority
to establish a central laundry for what
we consider are probably the most import-
ant institutions in our modern-day life-
hospitals. However, those who could not
achieve a satisfactory service themselves
have seen fit to deny the Minister that
right,

Mr. Nalder: The Minister for Housing
should have been given Permission to
speak in another place so that he could
try to influence the members there.

Mr. BICKERTON: Well, the Leader of
the Country Party has much more in-
fluence in the other Place than I have and
if he can arrange for me to go along I will
say a few well chosen words. I feel that
in this case there has been a little bit of
something to which some people did not
give enough thought-and that is the
mildest way I can express what I think.
As I have said, my advice is that these
amendments be accepted and, on behalf of
the Minister for Health, I propose to accept
them, I move-

That amendments Nos. 1 and 2 made
by the Council be agreed to.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. I.
Tonkin): Am I right in thinking that the
Minister has moved to accept both amend-
ments?

Mr. BICKERTON: Yes.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have read in the

newspaper where The Ron. Graham Mac-
Kinnon, who was Minister for Health in the
previous Government. has said that con-
siderable hardships would be imposed on
private laundries servicing hospitals if a
centralised laundry operates. He also said
that these People have enlarged their
laundries and Plants to cope with hospital
requirements and the gradual farming-out
of laundry work should be continued. That
is the opinion of The Hon. Graham Mac-
Kinnon at Present.

In 1907 the Brand Government author-
ised the Minister to have tenders called
for a central laundry and linen service.
Apparently, in those days. there would not
have been this Ill-effect upon private
laundries which The Hon. Graham Mac-
Kinnon now sees.

Mr. Williams: It did not say, "a State-
controlled laundry."

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: No, but a central
laundry.

Mr. Williams: There is a difference.
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I ask the member for
Bunbury to be patient because he will see
how different the situation is. It is cer-
tainly different. The result of those tenders
was that only one Person was interested in
doing it, and this was unsatisfactory and
could not be accepted. So keen was the
es-Minister to get this established that he
made a number of submissions to Cabinet.
The first was on the 1st September, 1969.
It says-

In a minute dated the 22/7/1969,
the Minister for Health reported-
At the current time laundry for the
various hospitals in the metropolitan
area is laundered at a variety of spots.
Mental Health Services have a central
laundry at Claremont: most other
hospitals have a laundry within their
own premises, the exceptions to this
being King Edward Memorial Hospital,
Sir Charles Galrdner, and Osborne
Park. These hospitals, as well as the
Government School of Nursing, have
their laundry done at either Monarch
or Johnson's. Fremantle Hospital
laundry, in the main, is done by a
Private laundry, i.e. Fremantle Steam
Laundry.

Every effort has been made to
attract and encourage a private
laundry to set up business of such a
standard and size that it could cope
with this problem, so far without suc-
cess. The Minister suggested that the
Government should establish a Cen-
tral Linen Supply and Laundry Service.

Point of Order
Mr. GAYFER: I rise on a point of order.

I appreciate what the Premier is saying,
but could he enlighten me whether what
he is saying is cricket? I voted with the
Government on this issue and I am
honestly only trying to point out my view
that Cabinet-

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin):- What is the point of order?

Mr. GAYFER: I thought Cabinet
minutes were sacrosanct and I did not
think they could be brought up in the
Parliament. This Is my point of order.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is no
Standing Order of Parliament covering
this.

Committee Resumed
Mr. I. W. Manning: The Premier is re-

quired to lay what papers he quotes from
on the Table of the House.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I will not hesitate
to do that.

Mr. I. W. Manning: Let us put all
Cabinet minutes on the Table of the House.

Mr. J. T. TONKfI: The member for
Avon has asked whether this is cricket. I
say it is and the ball is right on the middle
stump.

Mr. Williams: Lay on the Table of the
House the submission to the Arbitration
Commission.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! This
has nothing to do with the Arbitration
Commission. The member for Bunbury
will cease interjecting.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I can understand
why members of the Opposition do not like
this. I know it Is unpalatable to them.

Mr. Court: It is not unpalatable to us.
Mr. Williams: Make sure you tell us the

whole story.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I will tell the whole

story if I have time to do it. The then
Minister suggested the Government should
establish a central linen supply and
laundry service.

Mr. O'Neil: What was the Cabinet de-
cision?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That comes next.
Mr. Wiiliams: Go on.

Mr. J. TF. TONKIN: The member for
Bunbury need not worry, because I will
read the lot. It says--

CABINET decides that the present
proposals be rejected and that the
Minister for Health be asked to pre-
pare another submission.

Mr. O'Neil: Fair enough.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN1: Yes, fair enough; I

do not object to that. The point I make
Is that the ex-Minister, who now has a
different idea, was the one who brought
this Idea to Cabinet.

Mr. 0'Neil: Have you ever had a sub-
mission rejected by Cabinet?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That is not the
point at all.

Mr. Hutchinson: Of course it is.
Mr. O'Neil: Have you ever changed your

ideas?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN': The point Is that

this Minister was sufficiently seized with
the importance of this situation to recom-
mend to his Government that it be done.
Now he takes the opposite view that it
should not be done.

Mr. O'Neil: I have often changed my
mind, and I suppose the Premier has, too.

Mr. Williams: He changed his mind on
the Narrows.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I thought members
opposite wanted to hear the full story.
Now we come to the 20th April, 1970, which
says--

In a minute dated 15/4/1970 the
Minister for Health referred to pre-
vious Cabinet decision and re-stated
the case for a Central Hospital Laun-
dry.
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Mr. Graham: Those were his second 2. That the Ministers for Industrial
thoughts.

Mr. W. G. Young: Perhaps he thought
three times.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue-
The Minister listed the following

alternatives *
1. A company established by

the major hospitals to be run by
a Hoard consisting of representa-
tives of the Department and those
major hospitals, to be conducted
as a straightout business proposi-
tion.

2. A company established out-
side any Government agencies, but
in which the Government has, say,
a 20% Interest entitling it to one
member on the Board.

3. A completely privately owned
company to which the Govern-
ment would have to give a guaran-
tee of tonnages and with which
the Government would contract.

CABINET decides that the Hon.
Ministers for Health and Indus-
trial Development should exam-
ine the subject and report back
with recommendations.

Now we conmc to the 17th August, 1970,
which says--

In a minute dated 30/7/1970 and
following an examination of the sub-
ject by the Minister for Health and
the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment, the Minister for Health submit-
ted the following recommendations
for the establishment of a central
hospital laundry service-

Mr. Williams: Run by whom?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The point is--
Mr. Williams: Run by whom?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Not YOU.
Mr. Williams: There Is a difference be-

tween a centralised laundry and a State-
controlled laundry.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN4: The recommenda-
tion was for a central hospital laundry
service.

Mr. Williams: But not a State hospital
service.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: For this, tenders had
been called previously, but there was only
one response from private people and that
was unsatisfactory.

Mr. Court: Let us hear the rest of the
exciting story.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I shall continue-
1. That the Minister be allowed to

proceed with negotiations for in-
vestigation;

Development and Health should
devise the terms of reference and
conditions within which the in-
vestigations will pursue;

3. That the discussion on Govern-
ment participation should be with
the Under Treasurer.

There was no suggestion in August, 1970,
of all these dire consequences which are
going to fall upon people in private
laundry services--not at all. The Govern-
ment was going along with the idea.

On the 5th November, 1970, The Hon.
Graham MacKinnon, who was then the
Minister for Health, wrote this to the Min-
ister for Industrial Development-

Re: Central Laundry and Linen
Service

The situation with regard to the
establishment of a central laundry and
linen service is becoming of the utmost
urgency.

Royal Perth Hospital copes at pre-
sent, but it will not be able to cope
with the extensions now started unless
the laundry is also extended.

Princess Margaret Hospital laundry
has been in a desperate situation for
some time. If it is to keep going and
Provide the laundry service for the
Present hospital It must have new
equipment. Major additions are pro-
Posed for the Princess Margaret Hos-
pital and the laundry could not hope
to cope with this.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. Rt.
Tonkin): The Premier has three minutes.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue-
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital has

no laundry. Hollywood Hospital has
indicated that it cannot handle the
laundry load for Sir Charles Gairdner
beyond 1972.

The above takes no account of pro-
Posed new hospitals such as Rocking-
ham and Murdoch.

The Medical Department has been
forced to commence some action with
regard to the upgrading of the large
laundry at Claremont Hospital.

However the facility is built, and
whatever is done, must be comn-
pleted within the next two to three
years.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, what is the situa-
tion? It is unmistakably shown there by
The Ron. Graham MacKinnon that a
central laundry and linen service was over-
due arid essential. Now he is out of office, it
is not needed; it will create hardship for
people engaged in the Private laundry ser-
vic. What hypocrisy! What nonsense!

Mr. COURT: Quite obviously, the Premier
was not prepared to entrust this tirade to
his fellow Minister who Is handling the
matter.
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Mr. Jamieson: That is a bit unfair. The
Minister is overseas, as you know. You
are always unfair,

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): Order!

Mr. Jamieson: You are always unfair.
Every time you are on 'your feet you try
to be unfair.

Mr. Graham: He Is the prince of humbug!
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R.

Tonkin): Order!I The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has the floor and he has
a right to continue speaking.

Mr. COURT: Thank you, Mr. Deputy
Chairman. The comments of the Minister
for Works and his colleague the Deputy
Premier are typical of what we expect from
them. Sometimes I wonder why they do
not bother to get out of the gutter for a
change to see what it is like.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. UR
Tonkin): I think that is an unparliament-
ary remark. I ask you to withdraw it.

Mr. COURT: if it is your wish, I will
do so.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): Do you withdraw that remark
about the gutter?

Mr. COURT: Yes.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R,

Tonkin): Thank you.
Mr. COURT: By way of explanation, I

hope the next time the same thing happens
on the otner side you, Mr. Deputy Chair-
man, and your colleague, the Speaker, will
do the same.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. -R
Tonkin): You are not suggesting we would
not, are you?

Mr. COURT: There have been three
occasions lately when you have not. I let
it Pas I understood it was up to the
member concerned to take exception. That
was the ruling of the Speaker in respect
of the Deputy Premier recently.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): I suggest the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition return to the Bill.

Mr. COURT: I am only too delighted to
do so, having made the point. I hope the
Speaker was listening because I think your
ruling is the better one.

The comments made by the Premier,
even overlooking the methods he has em-
ployed, are, of course, open to very serious
challenge. It is true that the former Minis-
ter for Health undertook many studies in
connection with centralised laundry and
linen services.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: So did you.
Mr. COURT: in fact, he invoked my

assistance to find ways and means of get-
ting this done. I discussed the matter

with people in England who had a great
deal of experience of centralised catering
and centralised laundry and other services.
it is also true that we called tenders. We
received applications on a number of occa-
sions. One man Put up a proposition rather
prematurely, but we considered even his
proposition in Considerable detail.

However, the fact remains that the
Government did not decide to go ahead
with a central laundry, and there were good
reasons for the decision. If the Premier
will confer with his Under-Treasurer, he
will find there was great reluctance-quite
apart from any ideological considerations-
on the part of the Treasury to become in-
volved in the capital cost of a centralised
laundry. This State will always be desper-
ate for loan funds. If we can get this work
done by the private sector to take the
burden off the loan funds, it is good busi-
ness. A sum of $4,000,000 for a centralised
laundry means $4,000,000 that will not be
put into schools and water supplies.

Mr. J, T. Tonkin: Not necessarily.

Mr. COURT: Money does not grow on
trees, and if $4,000,000 of loan moneys is
put into a centralised laundry-

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Who said you have to
use loan funds?

Mr. COURT: -it is not available to be
put into schools and hospitals. It would
be a different matter if this were formed
as an authority which has borrowing
Powers. But at the moment even this is
limited to $300,000 outside the normal Loan
Council allocations.

There were many good reasons for our
not proceeding with the centralised
laundry. I admit quite freely that my own
department and I did a great deal of work
to see if we could make it viable, If the
Premier stops to think, he will realise that
one of the reasons for the private sector
not being able to put up an acceptable
proposition is probably a very good reason
for it being undesirable to handle it as a
Government show. If it had been easy to
work out, surely the Private sector would
have put up a Proposition which the Gov-
ernment would have accepted because,
apart from anything else, the Treasury was
very anxious to allow something to be
established which would take the strain
off loan funds. The former Minister, in his
desire to have this matter thoroughly re-
searched, was not only doing his duty but
was pursuing the advice of his officers at
that time. However, it did not mean the
Government of the day was committed to
the problem.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin:- How did the Govern-
ment intend to deal with the problem?

Mr. COURT: The Premier has dismissed
with a shrug of the shoulders the plight
of the people who have expanded their
private laundries-and they are not in
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business in a big way-because of the
understanding that they would be expected
to render extra services,

Mr. J. T. Tonkini: Do you deny that the
problem still existed at the end of 1910,
close to the election?

Mr, COURT: 1 suppose there is a prob-
lem today and there always will be one
with respect to expanding hospital ser-
vices, but I know of no hospital where the
laundry is not being done at the present
time and an adequate linen service is not
being provided. I have not heard any
complaints that hospitals have dirty sheets
or the laundry is not being done to meet
the specifications of the Health Depart-
ment. I doubt whether anyone would find
that situation existed.

We have the situation that Rockinghamn,
Medina, and Kwinana are screaming out
for diversification of the industry that is
now there, yet the Government, without
a quibble, comes up with a, suggestion that
even the work from those places should
go into a centralised laundry. If at all
possible, these installations should be
established on the perimeter of the metro-
politan area. It is part of a decentralisa-
tion programme, although not in the grand
concept of decentralisation in the rural
areas. I am surprised that, rather than
advocating a centralized laundry as the
be-all and end-all, the Premier is not think-
ing in terms of some of these decentralised
laundries.

I say quite categorically that many
people on our side have very strong views--
leaving aside the ideology of State owner-
s hip-on this question of having everything
centralised in one place.

Since this matter was under discussion
in the days of the Brand Government-
back in 1969 or 1970 and even before-we
have seen some of the evils which arose
through too much concentration of services
in the one place. I instance the Midland
abattoir. Who raised the first objection to
the latest expansion of the Midland abat-
toir ?

Mr. Graham: Who was responsible for
the expansion?

Mr. COURT: The union objected to the
current expansion of the Midland abattoir
as it 'was compounding a problem in an
area prone to Industrial trouble.

Mr. Graham: Another tragedy attribut-
able to the Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment.

Mr. COURT: There was good reason for
the opposition to this measure in another
place. Naturally the former Minister for
Health came in for same criticism by the
Premier, because it just happens to be con-
venient to make him a whipping boy, but
the fact is he moved this on behalf of
the Opposition in another place.

Mr. Bickerton: It was cooked up before
it got there.

Mr. COURT: If this provision had been
agreed to in another place, the Govern-
ment 'would have been left in the situation
of having committed itself to a very heavy
expenditure of loan funds.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Oh, no. That is your
idea;, it~ is net mine,

Mr. COURT: Some money may be avail-
able from semi-Government borrowing-
Perhaps about $300,000. Even if It is pos-
sible to obtain $500,000, it is only a small
fraction of the total. The money must
come from the Government coffers some-
where. There Is no magic about it.

The Premier knows he must move within
a very tight perimeter as far as the Loan
Council is concerned. If the Premier has
some magical system whereby he has an
undisclosed source of money, irrespective
of Loan Council borrowings, I know the
people of Rockingham would like it for the
building of their hospital. I would like to
know the source of his money outside this
permitted ceiling which the Loan Council
places on borrowings by such bodies as the
Water Board and hostel authorities which
are under Statutes.

Mr. Bickerton: Have you read paragraph
(b) which was deleted? Do you have to
own a thing to establish it? I do not think
SO.

Mr, COURT: If the Minister is implying
that it would be possible for a centralised
laundry to be operated by someone else
for the Government under the provisions
of this legislation, I say the Government
does not need the legislation. This is
exactly what happens when somebody con-
tracts to launder so many pounds of linen
a year, a week, or a day.

Mr. Bickerton: Somebody was looking
after a friend.

Mr. COURT: I take strong exception to
that statement. I can assure members that
the former Minister for Health was not
doing that. He stated his reasons very
clearly.

Mr. Bickerton: No reference was made
to him.

Mr. COURT: The laundry people con-
cerned objected very strongly publicly.
They did not object privately.

Mr' J. T. Tonkin: The Government has
a laundry in South Australia.

Mr. COURT: We have sufficient laund-
ries which are prepared to expand further.
They are meeting the requirements of the
hospitals at the present time. The Premier
Is very foolish and unfair in taking the
stand he has, because he is really only
hk-hlighting the ideologies of his Govern-
ment and using this as a vehicle to do jqst
that.

Sitting suspended fram 12.45 to 2.15 p.m.
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Mr. RUSHTON: Before the luncheon
suspension we were having a debate that
had been caused by the Premier somewhat
belittling his own Minister and producing
a most unfortunate situation.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What rubbish that Is!
Mr. RUSHTON: Before I proceed, Mr.

Deputy Chairman, perhaps you could ad-
vise mue as to whether you have changed
your mind in regard to the ruling that you
gave before lunch.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMVAN (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): Which ruling was that?

Mr. RUSHTON: You, Sir, called upon
an honourable member to make an apology
for what he had said.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is far too
late now to give a ruling on that. We are
now discussing the Bill.

Mr. RUSHTON: What I am discussing i .s
the fact that the Premier, by attacking a
member in another Place, has created the
unfortunate situation that has occurred.
By using Cabinet memos to do so, I would
say that is a bad Precedent.

Mr. J. T1. Tonkin: Do you really think so?
You do not know what you are talking
about. You had better confer with your
deputy leader to see whether that is true.

Mr. RUJSHTON: It is unfortunate the
Premier has conducted himself in this way
and, in doing so, has belittled his own
Minister.

Mr. Jamieson: He has not belittled any
Minister; the Minister is in London.

Mr. RUSHTON: The Premier has be-
littled both of them, because the answer
given by the Minister to a question asked
by me refutes the statement he made.

Mr. Janmeson: I know what the Minister
for Health would have said to you if he
had been here.

Mr. RUSHTON: The question we are
bringing before Parliament is one of
finance. Loan funds were not in Question.
The Premier is only denying the comment
that had been made by the Minister for
Health, and he will not smile about that
when his Minister tells him how wrong he
is. This $4,000,000 to be spent on a laundry
could be found by other means, the Premier
has said. He also said it would have no
effect on loan funds. What rot that is!
It is making his Government even more
foolish than It is at Present.

Mr. Jamieson: Is the member for Dale
glaring at me? If he is he had better stop.
The honourable member is looking straight
at me, but I am not handling this Bill.

Mr. RUlSHTrON: The explanation given
by the Minister in answer to my question
14 on the 10th May clearly shows that if
the Government so desired it could have
carried out its various building programmes
for hospitals, and this money to be ex-
pended on a laundry could have built a

hospital at Rockingham. This has been
clearly shown by the Treasury, yet the
Treasurer has said that it will have nothing
to do with loan funds.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): There is too much audible con-
versation in the Chamber.

Mr. RUSHTON: Therefore we cannot
accept the Premier's statements in this
regard.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I know they hurt, but
they were meant to.

Mr. RUSHTON: If the Premier has more
time to consider question 14 asked on the
10th May perhaps he will agree with me
on this matter.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I could not agree with
you on anything.

Mr. RUSHTON: I know the Premier has
fixed ideas, but it Is only reasonable for
him to read what his own Minister has
presented to this Parliament to ascertain
whether be can agree with me on this
question. This clearly shows that the loan
funds in question-

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I am telling you now
as a matter of fact that this can be built
without recourse to loan funds.

Mr. Williams: Where will the money come
from?

Mr. RUSHTON: The Government needs
the borrowing powers of hospitals to raise
it.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: All right. You go on
with your own story, but I tell you that you
are right off the beam.

Mr. RUJSHTON: Let me put this to the
Premier: the money which he is now to
use for the laundry could be used for addi-
tions to hospitals to relieve money for the-

Mr. Jamieson: What a banker!
Mr. RUSHTON: This is what we fear.

The aptitude for finance-or lack of it-
is what brings this Government down
every time. It cannot understand it.

Mr. Jamieson: With your banking and
my money we would be a gigantic success!
We would still have nothing!

Mr. RUSHTON: We do not want to listen
to the Minister for Works. We beard him
speaking last night about a proposal in-
volving $546,000,000 as if it were $546.

Mr. Jamieson: It has Probably gone up
a bit since then.

Mr. RUSHTON: The Premier is totally
wrong in what he is suggesting regarding
the financing of this laundry. This has
been indicated in questions and answers
in this Chamber which would be under-
stood by anyone less inflexible and biased
than the Premier.

With regard to the attack on a member
in another Place, both Chambers accepted
the motion and then the Premier gets Into
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the act by attacking a member in another
place. This is despicable and should not
be acceptable to this Chamber.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R.

Tonkin): Order!
Mr. WILLIAMS: I rise to support the

Acting Minister for Health in his request
that we agree with the amendments.

Mr. Graham: Agreement under suffer-
ance.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Under sufferance or not,
the Minister moved to agree and I agree
with his request. However, I do take issue
with the Premier on his attack on Mr.
MacKinnon.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Don't you think he
deserved it?

Mr. WILLIAMS: No, I do not and I 'will
explain why.

Mr. J, T. Tonkin: You have a poor idea
of standards.

Mr. WILLIAMS: The Premier has al-
ready spoken, but he can speak again at
any time he desires, but not while I am
speaking.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I do not want to speak
again. I have said enough.

Mr. WILLIAMS: No. the Premier does
not wish to speak because he would not
be able to justify what he said.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It depends on what
you say whether I talk again.

Mr. WILLIAMS: The inference to be
drawn with regard to a centraised laundry
or a State laundry-

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I made no inference
at all. What I said I said straightout.

Mr. WILLIAMS: The Premier said the
previous Minister for Health would have
done the same thing this Government in-
tended to do under this Baill as it was In-
troduced, but that is not what Mr. MacKin-
non would have done.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: How do you know
what he would have done?

Mr. WILLIAMS: The Cabinet minute
the Premier read did not say anything
about a State-controlled laundry. It re-
ferred to a centralised laundry, which is
different.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Which he now conveys
would be harmful to the Individual people
around the place.

Ms. WILLIAMS: He never ever stated
it would be run by the state. as did the
Bill presented to us.

Mr. Graham: You are starting to crack
up already.

Mr. WILLIAMS: D)uring the second
reading speech the Minister for Health
said it would be a State-controlled laundry,
would cost $4,000,000. and that the man-

ager had been appointed. That is the dif-
ference. We could have a State-controlled
laundry, a State centralised laundry, or a
centralised laundry run by private enter-
prise. On many occasions Mr. MacKinnon
said to me privately in casual conversa-
tion that he was against industrial works
being established near hospitals and he
wanted to get rid of as many as he could
from hospital areas. This Is one of the
reasons he would have advanced for a
central laundry if necessary. He may have
had some views privately as to what type
of laundry it should be.

Cabinet never agreed to this, and whether
Mr, MacKinnon put his name on it does
not matter to a great degree. He is en-
titled to change his mind the same as the
Premier changes his mind from time to
time and the same as all of us do. It is
our right, or we hope it Is, and we consider
It should always be our right.

Mr. Bickerton: The Liberal Party should
not wash its dirty linen here.

Mr. O'Neil: We have no laundry manager
as you have with nothing else to do.

Mr. WILLIAMS: When the member for
Cottesloc was the Minister for Health and
the Bunbury Regional Hospital was being
designed, a laundry was not included be-
cause adequate private laundry facilities
were available in Bunbury. I think the
same did not apply to the Northamn Re-
gional Hospital, and even Geraldton might
have been in the same boat as there were
no adequate private laundry facilities avail-
able in those towns.

However, when the member for Cottesloe
was Minister for Health, and also when Mr.
MacKinnon was Minister for Health, they
had the laundries taken away from certain
metropolitan hospitals. This was done at
many of the older hospitals because the
money was not available to pay for the
laundry work to be done at the hospital.
As a result private enterprise was enticed
to do the work when it was Possible for
a good quality service to be given at the
right price.

Mr. MacKinnon is quite entitled to
change his mind and I take Issue with
the Premier on the point that a
centralised laundry and a State-control-
led laundry are two different things.

Mr. THOMPSON: It is rather signifi-
cant to note that when the debate re-
sumed on this matter after the luncheon
suspension the Minister in charge of the
Bill was not present. However, perhaps he
could be excused because the Premier was
and he obviously has control of the Bill
at this stage.

Another facet which I find strange is
that a Cabinet minute has been brought
to this Chamber, read in full, and then
discussed. I thought Cabinet minutes
would not be used in this way, but I am
fairly new In this particular field and will
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probably be told by the Premier and
others that this has occurred before.
Whether or not it has occurred before is
not the issue. I do not believe Cabinet
minutes should be used in this way.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You are not saying,
are you, that it is all right for your people
to use them but not for us?

Mr. THOMPSON: No, I am saying it
is not right for anyone to use them in
this way.

Mr. O'Connor: When did we use them?
Mr. THOMPSON: I could see a situa-

tion develop whereby, with a change of
Government, a number of bonfires could
be lit and all such documents burnt;
because the outgoing Government would
not want the incoming Government to
use documents against it.

Mr. Jamieson: If that is Your principle
it would be just as well if you are never
a Minister.

Mr. O'Connor: Why?
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. Rl.

Tonkin): Order!
Mr. THOMPSON: I did not say I would

do this.
Mr. Jamieson: You suggest it could be

done.
Mr. THOMPSON: I said it could

happen.
Mr. Jamieson: This is in your mind.
Mr. THOMPSON: I say it is a possi-

bility. It may be in someone else's mind,
but it is not in mine.

Mr. Harman: Do you believe that this
has happened?

Mr. THOMPSON: No. There is no doubt
The Hon. Graham MacKinnon was think-
Ing this way as the Cabinet minute
clearly showed. However, the idea was not
supported by Cabinet nor was it supported
by the parliamentary Liberal Party. I
consider these facts are significant. If it
had been supported by the Government
and the parliamentary Liberal Party it
would be reasonable to assume that the
Government could take us to task.' In-
stead, one man was moving to this end-
not to the end of a State-controlled
laundry, but a centralised laundry. In the
true spirit of Liberal philosophy it would
have been a privately-owned laundry.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Would not it have ex-
actly the same effect on small laundries?

Mr. THOMPSON: It possibly could have.
However, the finance would have been pro-
vided from sources that would not make an
impact on the loan funds. That is the
fundamental difference. It would have
been rather strange for the Previous Gov-
ernment, after having disposed of a number
of State trading concerns, suddenly to
change its mind and come into the field of
setting up a State-controlled centralised
laundry service.

Mr. Jamieson: Have you seen how many
things the previous Government socialised?

Mr. THOMPSON: I think that probably
could have been one of the reasons we are
on this side of the Chamber. In some
respects we lost sight of the philosophy that
gave this State 12 years of good Liberal
Government.

Mr. Jamieson: Who is making a bid for
leadership now?

Mr. THOMPSON: I am making no bid
for leadership.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. H.
Tonkin): Order!

Mr. THOMPSON: It is a fact that ima-
ginative thinking and Positive policies based
on the free enterprise system gave this
State 12 years of sound Government.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I remind the
member for Darling Range of the Bill be-
fore the Committee.

Mr. THOMPSON: I have it here. I am
relating my remarks to State-controlled
laundries. I come back to the source of
funds and what can, and cannot, be done
with the money. By way of interjection
the Premier has said on a number of oc-
casions that construction of this laundry
would not in any way deplete the State
loan funds. I fail to see how this is pos-
sible.

We have recently been told It is not
possible to provide a new hospital in Kala-
munda. I point out that for a number of
years the Sanderson family has provided
a hospital in Lesmurdie to cater for the
needs of the district. It has not catered
completely because, obviously, as the dis-
trict has grown it has been necessary for
people wanting hospitalisation to go to
other hospitals. But at least there has
been a hospital in Lesmurdle to which
-people could be taken for treatment if
they became ill suddenly. The Sanderson
family has indicated now that the building
is obsolete, costs are rising, and it cannot
carry on.

The Sanderson family went along to the
shire and ultimately to the Government
to try to attract some assistance in order
to replace the obsolete facility. In a recent
communication to me, the Premier in-
formed me it is not Possible, because of the
limit on loan funds, to make available
any money to replace this hospital in Les-
murdie. Consequently, I would see the
construction of a centralised laundry faci-
lity as being one of the things which would
reduce the possibility of the people in
Kalamunda being provided with a hospital.

It has been suggested the Shire of Kala-
munda could make some funds available
from its borrowings. The Premier sug-
gested this could be done over a three-year
Period. This is not acceptable to the shire,
because its funds are stretched to capacity
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to meet the demands of this rapidly grow-
ing area and it cannot earmark such an
amount of money from the next three-year
programme-or from any three-year pro-
gramme-because this would reduce the
amount of money the shire had available
to meet the costs of all the other services.
I conclude on that point.

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: I can promise the
Committee it is my desire to be brief., I
particularly want to indicate my support
for the motion moved by the minister
acting for the Minister for Health-

Mr. Bickerton: Thank you.
Mr. I, W. MANNING: -that the As-

sembly agree to the amendments of the
Legislative Council on this issue. I do so
because I debated this particular point
during the second reading stage.

I, too, want to take the opportunity to
join issue with the Prcmier on one or two
of tha, comments he made. The Premier
said that, in his view, it was necessary that
the Government should have a Govern-
ment-controlled laundry and that the work
could not be-

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Did I say that?
Mr. I. W. MANNING: That is my under-

standing of it.
Mr. J. T7. Tonkin: Are you sure?
Mr. 1. W. MANNING: The Premier left

us with that impression.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Let me tell you I have

never at any time said that.
Mr. I. W. MANNING: The Premier gave

me that impression. However, to proceed.
The Premier indicated a number of laund-
ries are already doing hospital laundry
work and he mentioned one In particular
which is doing a very fine job in the field
of hospital laundry.

The Premier also gave me the impres-
sion that he considered it is not possible
for private industry to undertake this
work. The point I make is that I believe
business people would be forthcoming to
undertake this work if his Minister were
to persist with an approach to private in-
dustry. In my own mind, I consider too
little effort has been made to seek out
and encourage private industry to do this
work. It is most desirable that private
industry should have the opportunity to
do this hospital laundry work; because,
as has been mentioned by other speakers,
it is important to keep this industrial type
of activity away from hospitals. I think
it would be very wrong to locate all hospi-
tal laundry facilities at a central point.

During the course of the Premier's com-
ments the remark was made that the
strike at the Midland Junction Abattoir
at the height of the killing season last
year proved a tragedy so far as country
people were concerned. We would do well
to ensure that a situation comparable with
that could not arise in Western Australia.

The only way to prevent it is to farm the
laundry out to private businesses-and to
a number of them. 1 want to emphasise
that Point.

I hope I have made it clear that I sup-
port the Minister who is acting for the
Minister for Health in the motion before
the Chair but I entirely disagree with all
the comments made by the Premier on
this issue.

Mr. NALDER: I rise to support the pro-
posal Put to the Chamber by the Minister
who is acting for the Minister for Health.
If the acting Minister had decided to
query the proposals submitted in another
place, it may have been necessary for the
Premier to have contributed to the debate.
However, in the circumstances, I feel
the comments made by the Premier did
not do him any good at all. For the
Premier to rise on this occasion and quote
from a minute of Cabinet some years ago
was completely out of order.

it is quite obvious that the Minister
acting for the Minister for Health has had
very clear discussions with his officers and
apparently they see some value in the
amendments. Otherwise he would not
have agreed to them.

Mr. Bickerton: We would have been
here another week if I had done that. As
a matter of fact, that is what I1 should
have done.

Mr. Williams: The Minister is obtaining
more support from this side of the House
than from his own.

Mr. Bickerton: It does not pay to keep
knocking your head against a brick wall.
what would have happened had we sent
it back?

Mr. NALDER: When the Minister was
addressing the Chamber, I interjected to
the effect that a different situation may
have arisen if this information had been
conveyed to the members in another place
in the same convincing words that he
used here.

Mr. Bickerton: You really think it
would have helped?

Mr. NALDER: The points made by the
Minister were fairly strong points. I am
prepared to support the proposal of the
minister acting for the Minister for
Health.

Dr. DADOUR: I was very pleased to
hear the Minister accept the amendments
from snother place. It proves he is a,
man of great wisdom.

Mr. Bickerton: You should be a psy-
chiatrist.

Dr. DADOUR: There is a great need to
improve hospital laundry facilities. Dur-
ing the Committee stage of the Bill, the
Minister for Health left nothing to the
imagination in regard to who would rum
the proposed centralised laundry-It was
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to be run by the Government. I asked the
Minister whether feasibility studies had
been carried out and he said this work was
still in progress. This is a little ridiculous
because how can we decide on the outlay
of a large sum of money without feasibil-
ity studies? I am sure the Premier will
agree it is very important to know how
much the laundry will cost.

On the 3rd May1 the member for Cot-
tesloe asked whether there was at present
sufficient legislation to establish a central-
ised laundry, catering facilities, etc. The
answer was that this was doubtful.

Mr. J, T, Tonkin: Do you think we
should have a centralised laundry, irres-
pective of the control, or should we con-
tinue with the existing inadequate service?

Dr. flAVOUR: The whole situation must
be examined.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: A study was under-
taken because the Minister for Industrial
Development allowed Mr. Hodges to go to
South Australia to study the set-up there.

Dr. flAVOUR: If this is so, why were we
not told about it? I asked the Minister for
Health and he replied that the study was
not yet completed. The Minister invited
me to look at documents in his office and
I said I wanted the report of the study
tabled in Parliament. I have undertaken
a little study myself-

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What was the result
of it?

Dr. DAflOUR: -about the cost of
laundry at hospitals. One of the teaching
hospitals in the metropolitan area lets out
its laundry work to private enterprise at
9.269c a pound. With such large amounts
of laundry even the saving of a few cents a
pound may mean a very big difference.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Surely you know that
the real consideration is the inability of the
hospitals to do the work. The Rehabili-
tation Department has indicated that after
1973 It will not be able to launder linen
for the Government.

Dr. DADOUR: The legislation which
Is before this Chamber is not the answer
to the problem because we have not seen
the result of a feasibility study. Two
people have gone overseas and several to
the east. The board has met innumerable
times in attempts to solve the problem.

In running a laundry service, allowance
has to be made for rental of premises and
the costs of electricity and equipment. We
do not have these figures but I would very
much like to see them. We all know that if
it becomes a Government enterprise it will
not pay. I am aware that the Minister for
Health said it would run at a profit but I
believe that if the State could not make
its hotels pay it will not make anything
pay.

Mr. Bickerton: It does not make the
hospitals pay.

Dr. DADOUR: I realise that. I do not
know whether the laundry should be run
by private enterprise or by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You ought to know.
The mere fact that a Liberal Government
would give consideration to the establish-
ment of a central laundry indicates the
seriousness of the position.

Mr. Court: They never decided to.
Dr. DADOUR: If I may help the Premier

a little here-
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I don't need any help,

thanks.
Dr. DADOUR: I will not give the Prem-

ier my advice on that one. We will move
on.

Mr.' Court: He may welcome your advice
one day if he is sick.

Dr. DADOUR: I believe the previous
Minister for Health realised the great
urgency of the matter and knew that
something would have to be done. How-
ever, at no time did he say the answer was
a Government-controlled laundry. He was
considering a feasibility study, and he was
negotiating with private enterprise.

I might add that the present Minister
for Health, when contacted by Mr. Baldock,
Secretary of the Western Australian Insti-
tute of Launderers, replied on the 29th
March and told Mr. Baldock that he could
not see that very much purpose would be
served by the institute sending a deputa-
tion to him. I believe the Minister could
have carried out much more negotiation
with private enterprise in an effort to take
the matter further than Mr. MacKinnon
did. Many questions have not been ans-
wered, and we are still not getting any-
where regarding a solution of the laundry
situation. I am pleased that the Minister
acting for the Minister for Health has dis-
Played so much wisdom, and I support his
motion.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 30th May.

MR. RUSHTON (Dale) 12.53 p.m.]:
The Minister and I have been waiting
for quite a while to get on with this
business. One may ask, as a result of the
reluctance of the Government to give the
Bill a higher rating on the notice paper,
whether the Government is really dinkum.
One could infer that possibly the Govern-
ment is not so concerned as are the mem-
bers on this side regarding the carnage on
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our roads. However, I am sure this matter
is worrying the Government just as it
worries us. The measures taken so far
are not proving to be as effective as we
would like.

I think we all agree it is necessary to
have the best possible traffic control sys-
tern; and that is what we are attempting
to have instituted. I hope the Minister
will approach the matter with an open
mind and that it is not too late to ask
him to consider the proposals which have
been put forward from this side of the
H-ouse. The member for Mt. Lawley men-
tioned a proposed method of traffic control
which would improve the situation far
more than the method proposed by the
Minister. I agree with the member for
Merredin-Vilgarn that local government
has played a most important part and a
highly effective part in traffic control. I1
would say also that the police have done
likewise, However, it is totally unfair for
the Government to imply-I am not sure
now whether the Minister did in fact imply
this-that local government is not facing
up to this problem. That is totally unfair
for the very reason that local government
has had to operate with a light-weight
budget in its efforts to cope with a great
problem. Members of local authorities have
become personally involved. Many mem-
bers have given long hours of their per-
sonal time to help bridge the gap. We do
not want to lose that Persona! contribution.

I would like to mention that I have had
the experience of living in a number of
country towns in which traffic control has
been carried out by the local authority. I
have had the experience of being a mem-
ber of a local authority in an area where
the traffic has been controlled by both
shire inspectors and the police. I think it
is completely unfair to try to draw a
parallel in this case. I think each organisa-
tion in turn is seriously attempting to
resolve the Problem.

When we consider the road toll figures
presented to us we find that May was a
shocking month. We would all agree that
we could well do without the misery and
hardship created by our road toll. It is
to this end that we put forward our
suggestions and propositions.

In addition to my personal experience,
my father was a member of the Country
Traffic Authority for some considerable
time. He served on the authority with the
member for Avon, for whom, I might add,
he had a high regard. The Deputy
Premier was a Minister in a previous Gov-
ernment for part of that time, and I think
he made his mark. The members of the
authority were always a little worried
about what would be the intention in the
future, but they always gave the then Min-
ister credit for the approaches he made. I
can recall my father saying that the Min-
ister's door was always open. The Minister

made that statement to the members of
the Country Traffic Authority on many
occasions. From this experience I have ob-
tained a broad understanding of the prob-
lems of, and the efforts made by, those
good people. I have come to understand
that there is no easy answer to the
problem.

I believe we must keep open minds and
move in the direction we feel will produce
the best possible result. Of course, our
basic differences are in our political philo-
sophies, and in this regard I would make
an appeal to the Minister representing the
Minister for Police. I think it would be
wrong if we were to lose the contribution
presently being made by many good people
towards effective traffic control. I believe
it is possible that we could have a mar-
riage of the two organisatlons con-
cerned with this most perplexing problem.
We should pay extra attention to involving
the People in country areas in this
problem.

It may be said that our differences may
be summed up as follows: The members
of the Government believe that the all-
powerful State produces a better way of
life for the people; on the other hand, we
on this side believe that a happier State
is produced by encouraging the individual.
I suggest it would be most unwise to forgo
the benefits people who have a lifetime of
experience can provide.

I can understand the fear of Country
Party members in regard to this legisla-
tion. because I served on the Local Goy-
erment Association as a representative
of the council of which I was a member.
We met each month and for a long period
we paid close attention to the financial
aspect of this issue. To mention a name,
the Mayor of Mosman Park (Mr. Ernie
Smith) devoted a considerable amount of
time to this matter. He was successful after
some time in obtaining amendments to
legislation to ensure that a ceiling was
placed on the amount allocated to the
police from the various funds available for
administering traffic control.

The local authorities were then able to
share in the balance of the fund. It was
quite worrying to see the Increased amount
being drawn from the central fund for
traffic control purposes. At that time the
general feeling among many of the local
government representatives was that if we
did not pay close attention to finance we
would not find a great amount drawn from
this fund.

In the past, local government has op-
erated on a. shoestring budget in con trol-
ling traffic, but it was able to make this
control fairly effective. If local govern-
ment were given the same amount of
money as is allotted the Police Force for
traffic control I am sure local government
would do Just as effective a Job.
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I now refer to what the Minister said
in the debate on the Bill. He attempted
to show clearly the way his Government
wants him to approach the subject. In
his contribution he referred to the need for
extra traffic inspectors and he said they
would be a police force by another name.

Last week I saw on television an inter-
view with Superintendent Monck after he
had been on an overseas tour to Inquire
Into traffic control in other countries. He
commented that a separate department
should be set up. I wonder whether the
Minister agrees with my interpretation
of what the inspector said. What I am
suggesting today, and what the member
for Mt. Lawley suggested the other week,
was that a separate force should be estab-
lished.

In introducing the second reading of the
Bill the Minister had this to say, as re-
corded on page 1069 of the current Man-
sard-

It is difficult to see any advantage
in having a traffic enforcement body
separate from the State Police Force.

No Information has been presented to us
to indicate that by having the Police Force
augmented, an effective answer to traffic
control would be found. Unfortunately.
the statistics do not bear that out at all.'It Is very necessary for us to keep an open
mind on this question to ensure that we
get the best possible results.

On page 1070 of the current Hansard the
Minister referred to the New Zealand ex-
perience. In that country traffic control
Is exercised by a combination of the police
and other bodies, and there Is a very low
accident rate. The Minister put forward
the suggestion that we should not adopt
the same thing In Western Australia.

The question of recruiting the extra per-
sonnel and the expense involved was
raised. If our aim is to improve traffic
control and to reduce the road toll we
need to determine what is the best system
for us, before thinking about increasing
the personnel of the force. I agree we need
an effective force, but we have to give very
serious thought to the system proposed
to be adopted before we decide whether
or not we can afford it. I agree that costs
have an important bearing on the exer-
cise.

In his speech the Minister made the
point that he believed the police, by acting
in a dual role, would have more officers
available, and there would be more goodwill
engendered. I differ with him. This is
one vital issue which we cannot overlook.

Mr. Blickerton: Would not the first step
be uniformity?

Mr. RUSHTON: I do not disagree with
the Minister. What I have to put forward
will Indicate that I think somewhat along
the same lines. Hlowever, this ctptrol

requires the personal effort of Individu-
als, and we should not discount the con-
tributions they make.

The Minister made the comment that
traffic control and enforcement In the met-
ropolitan area was carried out by members
solely engaged in such work, and that they
were specialists in specialised sections. If
that Is his view then no doubt he will agree
with the proposal I will be Putting for-
ward; that is, these police officers should
be totally involved in traffic control. My
suggestion will not reduce the effective-
ness of that.

In his second reading speech the Minis-
ter raised the query-

Can Western Australia, with its
great distances between towns, and Its
vast area and sparse population, afford
two police forces with dual adninistra-
tion, communication system, offices,
buildings, and housing for staff?

This very query has been answered by
members of the Country Party and others.
It has been pointed out that the required
facilities already exist. All we want is that
they be used, and that a common-sense
approach be adopted. The Minister made
many more suggestions but I shall not deal
with them. It Is more important to look
at the policies relating to this question.

In the policy speech of the Labor Party
at the last election emphasis was placed on
the need for involving the community in
traffic coitrol. I agree that is a good thing;
but now the Labor Party has assumed office
It is doing the very opposite by saying to
the People "We do not want you to parti-
cipate in traffic control."

On page three of the Labor Party policy
the following appears:-

Within the new structure we propose
to build a T'raffic Safety Council which
will devote itself solely to those
matters within the area of traffic
safety and be assisted by a Safety Re-
search Laboratory which we shall
establish and keep well supplied with
funds.

That is a good move, and it is embraced
in the suggestion which I will be putting
forward. go, in that respect we have no
differences.

In the Labor Party policy speech strong
reference was made to involving the com-
munity in. traffic control and that is the
essence of the suggestion put forward by
the member for Mt. Lawley. We want the
People to participate in traffic control,
because we believe that is the only way the
control can become effective. We do not
want it to be a force where the individual
Is disregarded. We want it to be a force
In which the individual feels he has a part
to Play, an~d to which he will make a vital
contribution to solving the problem.
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one point in the Labor Policy speech
which spears on page 4 requires clarifica-
tion. The passage reads-

Because many shire councils are very
largely dependent upon licence fees.
Labor will closely examine this aspect
of Its Proposed change in traffic con-
trol for the purpose of ensuring that
the requisite finance is available to the
shire councils for the work they have
to perform.

By way of interjection the Premier has
said what the Labor promises were. It
would be most interesting for the shires to
know where they stood.

Traffic control is the vital issue, not
money. However, money Is importanit to
local authorities. Facilities for traffic
control have been created and it would be
a lack of common sense to dispense with
those facilities in one fell swoop. The
facilities should be retained and integrated
into a system such as that suggested by
members on this side of the House. The
Labor policy continues-

We intend to do our utmost to
reduce the carnage on the roads and
no expense will be spared.

That is fair enough. Nobody would con-
sider that there is Insincerity in our at-
tempt to solve the problem of people kill-
ing themselves on the roads.

In contrast to the proposition put for-
ward by the Labor Party, I will comment
on what Sir David Brand had to say in
his policy speech. His remarks appear on
page 14 where he suggested that the educa-
tion of the people would play a. big part.
Sir David Brand said-

We will Increase the number of traf-
fic police so that special courtesy
squads can patrol the roads.

These squads will have all the
normal powers of policemen, but the
major emphasis of their work will be
on educating drivers towards safer and
more courteous behaviour.

We will appoint a special Commis-
sioner for Traffic and Road Safety with
State-wide powers.

There is not much difference between the
suggestions put forward by both parties.
Our suggestion emuphasises the use of the
buildings and facilities which are already
available instead of dispensing with them.

Mr. Lapham: Would the member for
Dale suggest some control over the manu-
facture of the vehicles?

Mr. RUSHTON: That is all part of the
research section which was suggested.

Mr. Lapham: It is taking a long while
to get around to the obvious.

Mr. RUSHTON: This matter has been
given same consideration and It could be
the reason for the recent downturn in

employment in a local factory. I appre-
ciate that we have to face up to these
matters. The remarks continue-

He will be given authority by legis-
lation to act directly in the Interests
of road safety anywhere in the State,

To increase road safety, we will step
up the rate of installing traffic lights
at important crossings and intersec-
tions.

Driver instruction courses will be
extended to all high schools in the
interests of promoting safe driving
attitudes In young people.

Funds will be provided for the pro-
duction of special films and other com-
munication aids to help promote the
right attitudes for courtesy and safety.

It appears that both parties, at this point
of time, have certain things in common.
We differ on the basic political philosophy
where one believes in the State being all-
Powerful and the other believes that the
individual performs far better as a result
of encouragement which results in a far
more effective system and a happier State.
I think it is natural to compare the two
policies and comment on them.

A point I would like to stress again to
the Minister is that Superintendent Monck
has recently returned from an overseas
study tour on this subject. We acknow-
ledge that he is a person who is dedicated
to his cause. I saw Mr. Monck on television
and heard him suggest that we should have
a separate department related to traffic
control. I wonder whether the Minister
could clarify that point when he replies.

Mr. Bickerton: The Proposal for a se-
parate traffic body was put before the
Liberal Party and not proceeded with, I
understand.

Mr' RUSHTON; The member for Mtt.
Lawley has put forward a suggestion and
I will make certain points to back up what
he has said. As I have said, when Super-
intendent Monek returned from overseas
he appeared on television and made the
point that he would like to see a separate
department. It could be argued that he
was referring to a separate part of the
Police Department. I am suggesting a
traffic commission.

Mr. Graham: I think the member for
Dale misunderstood the statement. It vwas
for the matter of registering vehicles and
testing drivers. Traffic supervision was to
be In the hands of the police.

Mr. RUJSHTON: There was also to be a
police study.

Mr. Graham: The police were to do the
policing; but perhaps another authority to
do the licensing.

Mr. RUSHTON: We are now getting
much closer in our thoughts.
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Mr. Graham: What policy did the JlAb-
eral Party declare at its conference? I
was wondering whether it made the policy
of the party.

Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister will have
that set out clearly in a moment. I want
to reiterate the point that I heard Mr.
Monek comment on this matter. As the
Deputy Premier has said, the comments
could relate to a number of segments of
this subject. However, I believe that if
the suggestion were carried through to its
conclusion it would be a tremendous ad-
vantage.

Police control is a very vital issue, We
have heard the suggestion that the police
could expand and take over traffic control
throughout the State, but I do not think it
is practicable at the present moment.

The police who work on detection and
apprehension in two large areas in my
electorate are understaffed. I do not know
how we could expect those policemen to
step from that situation and Include traffic
control In their duties. We are fortunate
that we now have police traffic control in
the two areas I have referred to so it will
not be a case of making the existing
number of policemen do extra traffic work.
However, In other country areas where it
is intended that the police will take over
they will have extra duties to perform.

The point I am making is that the areas
of Rockingham and Armadale are at Pre-
sent undermanned as far as the Police
Force is concerned. The crime rate is in-
creasing with the increase in population.
The population has become more dense and
has brought with It social problems. The
pollee are already busily engaged in crime
detection and apprehension.

We have to keep an open mind in our
attempt to see what can be done. An
article which appeared in this morning's
Issue of The West Australian would give
the Minister no satisfaction. I know he
is appalled at the carnage on our roads,
and he is attempting to do something to
remedy the situation. The article which
appeared in this morning's paper, and to
which I have referred, reads as follows:-

Another 139 police officers would be
needed to control traffic effectively
throughout W.A. if the Police Depart-
ment took over State-wide traffic con-
trol, the Minister for Police. Mr. Dolan,
told the Legislative Council Yesterday.

He said that If this occurred there
would be take-over establishment costs
of $1,176,150 and extra annual running
costs of $960,310.

1 am not raising this matter as a separate
issue; it is all part of the main issue. I
am attempting to look at the problem on a
State-wide basis.

I am not attempting to sectionalise it
into the individual areas. I am saying we
need to be flexible in our approach to it.

We know that New Zealand has a system
that is accepted as being reasonably effi-
cient. I have not all the data about what
takes Place in Sweden but I understand
in that country people are prevented from
taking alcoholic drinks at all when they
drive. There is a saying, "When you drink
don't drive, and when you drive don't
drink." It is a question of the lives that
would be saved. It would be far more
effective than seat belts. It will be in-
teresting to see the result In the long term
with seat belts.

All these questions need to be given
detailed consideration by people who are
dedicated to the vital cause of traffic
control. I will read the Liberal Party's
recommendations in regard to traffic con-
trol. I hope the Minister will accept them
in good faith and consider how many of
them he can implement. I was invited
by the Deputy Premier to say what our
Policy Is. It Is this--

(1) That there should be one Statu-
tory Authority, other than the
Police Department, to handle
traffic in this State. All necessary
Powers to carry out its task to be
vested in the Authority.

(2) That this should be a permanent
executive body designated "Traffic
Control Authority" headed by a
Chairman and under the Minister
for Traffic and Rload Safety.

(3) That the Authority comprise 9
members as follows:-

One person nominated by the
Minister for Traffic and Road
Safety who will be the Chairman.

Two representatives of the
Country Shire Councils' Associa-
tion.

One representative of the Coun-
try Town Councils' Association.

One representative of the Local
Government Association.

One representative of the Perth
City Council.

One Person nominated by the
Secretary for Local Government.

One person nominated by Vi~e
Commissioner for Main Roads.

One person nominated by the
Commissioner for Police.

It is suggested that an authority compris-
ing nine members be set up. Anything
that is not acceptable to the Government
could be the subject of negotiation.

Mr. Bickerton: I would not like to see
separate authorities when we are going
for uniformity.

Mr. RUSHTON: On the Minister's own
admission, there will be separate authori-
ties. The recommendations continue-

Note: Representatives from
Local Authorities to be selected
from panels of names by Minister.
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Terms of appointment: As to be
determined, retiring in rotation.

(4) That the Traffic Control Authority
establish a Central Research
Section equipped with a highly
qualified mobile research team for
accident investigation.

The establishment of a central research
section is essential and I think it has been
suggested in the Minister's proposals. This
matter could be argued on a Common-
wealth basis but it should be more local-
ised rather than centralised on Canberra,
This State being so many miles away, we
must have something effective here. The
recommendations continue-

(5) That the Authority shall be re-
sponsible for the employment and
discipline of Traffic Inspectors
throughout the State.

(6) That Local Authorities shall act
as agents for the Traffic Control
Authority in handling vehicle
plates and licensing, and co-
ordinate details with the Author-
ity.

(7) That there should be an inspection
of vehicles prior to issue of license
to a standard laid down by the
Authority.

(8) That the amount of re-imburse-
ment to be agreed between the
Councils and the Authority.

(9) That the Authority should be
responsible for road safety and
overall supervision of such matters
as cross walks, road signs, etc., In
liaison with such bodies as the
Main Roads Department and Local
Authorities.

(10) That every endeavour should be
made for local identity to be re-
tained on plates.

(11) That where desirable and suitable,
and without sacrificing the in-
terests of efficiency, the Authority
should use existing facilities.

e.g. Local Authority offices,
Traffic Officers and personnel in
order to avoid duplication and un-
warranted capital expenditure.

(12) That the Traffic Control Autho-
rity should review the Traffic Act
and Regulations with a view to
simplification.

I am sure if the Minister were able to do
so he would agree that is a very positive
approach to the problem. It would give
hin effective control and would play a
big part in traffic control in this State.

Mr. Bickerton: All your views will be
taken Into consideration by the authority.

Mr. RUSHTON: It will be too late If this
legislation is passed. We have a very good
man in Superintendent Monek.

Mr. Bickerton: It Is never too late.
Legislation can be improved at any time.

Mr. RUSHTON: The legislation is an
enforcement measure which says, "Thou
shalt do this." It does not retain goodwill.
This is what worries mue. We will lose the
benefit of the knowledge, experience, and
understanding that have been built UP
through the country over the years, The
Government is trying to say to people.
"You will do this, or else."

Mr. Bickerton: Why did so many local
authorities ask for it?

Mr. RUSHTON:, I know of one local
authority that did, and In that case the
reason was finance, It should be possible
to work out a simple scheme for reimburs-
Ing local authorities. It has been sug-
gested by Mr. Whitlam, but that was only
talk Prior to the election. It will not hap-
pen. He Is the greatest centralist there is.

Mr. Bickerton: You mean The Hon. Mr.
Whitlam.

Mr. RUSHTON: I am sorry. I did not
mean to be disrespectful. I refer to The
Hon. Mr. Whitlam who Is in another place.
If he had more say we would have one of
the greatest centralidt systems in the world.
We have offered our suggestions in good
faith. The differences are possibly in our
political philosophies. One party believes
in the State and the other believes in the
individual. Perhaps that is where our dif-
ferences lie.

Mr. Hartrey: In what individuals do you
believe?

Mr. RUSHTON: All people, even the
member for Boulder-Dundas. If he hap-
pened to be In my electorate he would
receive the same service as everybody else.

Mr. Hartrey: We believe in equality; you
believe in Inequality.

Mr. RUSHTON: I have briefly submitted
that much of what the Minister has said
could be fitted in with the suggestions we
have made, which would go towards mak-
ing traffic control In this State far more
effective. The legislation before us says.
"Thou shalt do this and nothing else." I
think we should reject It. I ask the Minister
very seriously to consider adjourning the
debate on this legislation, if this is the best
he can do, or withdrawing it-which may
be more acceptable-and coming back with
something far more effective than the pre-
sent Proposals.

MR. NALDER (Katanning) [3.29 p.m.]:
I rise to make a contribution to the debate
on this legislation. It must be well known
to the Minister and members of the Gov-
ernment that my party is strongly opposed
to the proposal that has been submitted. I
intend to outline some of the points which
we believe to be very important.

First or all, if the minister had given any
arguments which convinced us that this
legislation would have any effect oin the
road toll, we would have reconsidered our
attitude towards the Bill.
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The SPEAKER: There is too much talk-
ing.

Mr. NALDER: We are strongly of the
opinion that anything which will contribute
to the reduction of the road toll should be
proceeded with with the greatest possible
vigour. I mention that the Minister who
introduced this measure is, of course, acting
on behalf of a Minister in another place;
therefore, no doubt the information he
provided was handed to him and he was
required to pass it on in this Chamber. In
my view the information he provided-to
give it any value at all-was very weak.

On four occasions in his speech he refer-
red to the fact that the object of this
measure is to reduce the road toll. He pro-
duced only one set of figures, which are in
my opinion irrelevant. If the minister had
been able to indicate the information avail-
able elsewhere then I am sure members on
this side would have been prepared to take
notice. He quoted some information pro-
duced by an inquiry held in another State.
Although another speaker has referred to
this, I think it is appropriate that I should
make some further comment on it without
being unnecessarily repetitious.

The Minister produced a lengthy state-
ment about a report resulting from an in-
quiry into the Victorian Police Force, which
was requested by the Victorian Govern-
ment. The purpose of the inquiry was to
ascertain whether or not improvements
could be made in the control of traffic in
that State. t is obvious that discontent
was being voiced in all parts of that State
by people who said the present system was
not satisfactory in their opinion. So the
Victorian Government engaged a gentle-
man from London to inquire into the
matter.

As the Minister said, that gentleman's
report indicated that in his opinion very
little could be done under the present
system to improve the situation; or he
could not see how anything could be done
to improve It. At the same time as the
report was being prepared for the Victorian
Government, the Acting Chief Commis-
sioner of Police in that State described
Victorian drivers as irresponsible, im-
patient, and incompetent.

Mr. Jackson, the Acting Chief Com-
missioner of Police in Victoria, said that
the Victorian police were working on a
plan to cut the road toll by a new ap-
proach to traffic supervision. In that
State the police exercise control over traf-
fic in both the metropolitan and country
areas. The same position applies in all
other States, and I will refer to that again
a little later.

I would also refer to a remark made by
the then Chief Secretary in Victoria at
the time the report to which I referred
was being prepared-the report mentioned
by the Minister when introducing the

legislation. The Chief Secretary of Vic-
toria (Sir Arthur Rylah) said-

We are at our wit's end to know
what the answer to the traffic prob-
lem is, or even if there is an answer.

That was a statement by the Victorian
Chief Secretary, who has also been the
Deputy Premier of that State. Yet the
Minister gets up in this House and says
to members, "This is what the Inquiry in
Victoria produced," despite the fact that
the statements to which I have referred
were made at the same time-in the early
part of last year-as the inquiry was being
conducted. I have already stated what res-
ponsible people in that State have said.

Mr. Bickerton: Couldn't he be at his
wit's end and still be in a better position
than we are?

Mr. NALDER: The figures I will pro-
duce a little later will answer that question
most emphatically. I am surprised that
the Government should be so keen to in-
troduce legislation of this nature with-
out taking the trouble to analyse the
figures which are available not only in this
State but In other States also.

Mr. Bickerton: Your Government had a
report from a committee.

Mr. NALD)ER: I am talking about what
the Minister's Government is doing at the
moment.

Mr. Bickerton: We are doing something
you should have done. You had the in-
formation before, but you Procrastinated.
The Country Party members would not
have it.

Mr. NALDER: I am proud of the fact
that the Country Party displays some in-
terest in this important matter. All the
Minister is saying is that we must do it
because it is done in the Eastern States.
That is the only reason he has produced.
He has produced no facts at all to prove
that the system in the Eastern States is
better than the system in this State. I will
Produce facts to the House in this regard
a little later. I hope You will warn me,
Mr. Speaker, when my time has almost
expired.

I say that the present Government on
the one hand is talking about decentral-
isation and helping local government, and
on the other hand it is arguing as strongly
as it can against an organisation which
exists for the improvement and extension
of facilities in the interests of the public
of this State. This Government Is rush-
Ing headlong into the matter against the
requests made at a conference of those
responsible people.

Mr. Bickerton: How many shires in the
electorate of the member for Roe have
handed over traffic control?

Mr. W. 0. Young: Three.
Mr. NALDER: That has a lot to do with

it! I tell the Minister that I have had more
telephone calls from members of local
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authorities in that area saying that they
have done the wrong thing than I have
had from any of the other areas,

Mr. Bickerton: Do they want to go back
to the other system?

Mr. NALDER: From the telephone calls
I have received from representatives of
the local authorities to which the Minis-
ter referred, I would say that some would
be mast pleased to change back.

Mr. Thompson: What about Wannferoo?
Mr. NALDER: Yes, what about Wan-

neroo? That local authority had 12
months' experience of police control and
then quickly changed back.

Mr. Bickerton: They were losing revenue
as a result of people moving there.

Mr. NALDER: That is the only argu-
ment the Minister has under his belt; that
of losing revenue. Whenever anyone
speaks about the road toll he is interested
only in revenue. Let him continue to
speak like that because he adds ammuni-
tion to our argument and supports our
opposition to this legislation.

Mr. Bickerton: You have to oppose the
legislation because you are frightened of
losing a few votes. You were pretty dicky
last time, and you cannot afford to get
any closer.

Mr. NALDER: Fancy the Minister resort-
ing to that! It certainly will not influence
US.

Mr. Bickerton: You had made up your
mind before the report came out.

Mr. NALDER: We are on very strong
ground indeed.

Mr. Bickerton: You made up your mind
before your Government received the
report.

Mr. Gayfer: You mean the unanimous
report?

Mr. Bickerton: You had a couple loaded
here.

Mr. Gayfer: I suppose you didn't have
any loaded.

Mr. Bickerton: I was not in that Govern-
ment.

Mr. NALDER: The Minister also referred
to misleading information and said-

A great deal of misleading and in-
correct information has been disse-
minated in an apparent attempt to
discredit the Police Department where
takeover of traffic control and vehicle
licensing from local authorities has al-
ready occurred.

The Minister did not produce any evidence
of this. We have every respect and regard
for the Police Farce and its members. The
police officers are carrying out a respon-
sible job in a manner of which we, as
citizens, can all be Proud; but we do not
agree to the proposals that have been
submitted in this situation.

It is also interesting to note that anyone
who may have a contrary view to the pro-
visions contained in the Bill before us is
considered as having an ulterior motive in
Opposing it. This is being demonstrated
by the Minister's interjections,

While I will not go so far as to say
that the information which the Minister
has given us is misleading, I must say that
it is certainly not very convincing in regard
to the proposal before us.

As was published in The West Australian
of the 7th June, 1971, we made our posi-
tion as a party quite clear. We made It
known publicly that we were opposed to a
traffic takeover. We met the executive of
the Country Shire Councils' Association
and discussed the position with them. Just
prior to the announcement a letter was
written to The West Australian by .the

secretary of the Country Shires Councils'
Association which is most significant. r
feel it is important that I should quote
part of the letter.

The secretary (Mr. A. E. White) wrote to
The West Australian on the 11th May,
1971, and made some contribution to the
reason for his writing the letter. In my
view the last paragraph Is important. It
states--

The real objection of the country
councils to the transfer of control of
traffic licenses to the police Is an
honest belief that the police will not
do a better job in the traffic control
than the councils are doing at present,
and there will be no reduction in the
road toll because of the transfer.

That puts the whole thing In a nutshell.
The proof of this lies in the fact that
figures available in the Eastern States show
without any shadow of a doubt that this
is the case.

on that basis I ask whether we should
be going to the expense and trouble of
trying to duplicate or take over a system
that is already operating successfully and
is not costing the Government much money
at all.

It is interesting to note the paragraph
that appeared In the paper this morning
when the Minister for Police answered a
question asked of him by a member for
the South-West Province concerning this
takeover. The Minister said that if this
did occur-and for my part I hope to good-
ness it does not-the takeover establish-
ment costs would be $1,176,150. He also
said that the extra annual running costs
would be $960,310.

Sitting supended from 3.45 to 4.06 p.m.
Mr. NALDER: Before the afternoon tea

suspension I was referring to some figures
quoted in another place yesterday and
published in this Morning's paper about
the anticipated cost of the police takeover,
should It occur. I referred to those figures
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because I suggest it would be far better
to appoint a group of interested people to
study the matter. It could comprise five
or six persons to analyse all the facts and
figures available from all the States of the
Commonwealth and throughout the rest
of the world if it would be of any value.

From all the evidence available, it is
as obvious as night follows day that the
police takeover of traffic control In the
country would not reduce the road toll
one little bit. We are very fortunate to
have the Information concerning the ex-
perience in the Eastern States, and this is
the basis of our argument. All the statis-
tics prove that police takeover of traffic
control in the country will not contribute
anything to the saving of lives.

Mr. Bickerton interjected.
Mr. NAIDER: But we can use these

facts which are indisputable. The infor-
mation is kept by the Bureau of Census
and Statistics, and I am glad this is so,
although it is difficult to ascertain some
figures. It appears that in some States
the information Is not being kept separ-
ately.

Mr. Bickerton: Do you believe that the
figures in the Eastern States would Im-
prove If they had country control of traffic?

Mr. NALER: This is not the argument.
Mr. Bickerton: I know. but-
Mr. NALDER: The argument advanced

to us is that if the police take over the
control of traffic In Western Australia the
road toll will be reduced. This is what the
Minister said, or if he did not say it , he
certainly implied it throughout the whole
of his speech.

Mr. Bickerton: That wvas one point, yes.
Mr. NALDER: We were told that if the

traffic control were taken over by the
police the country road toll would be re-
duced.

Mr. Bickerton: You would apologise if
that occurred?

Mr. NALDER: The Minister did not give
us any figures to prove his point. If he had
done so it would have been a good argu-
ment in his favour. He did not give any
figures. He merely said that Western Aus-
tralia has the worst road toll in Australia;
but this is not correct. I have here the rele-
vant figures since 1959, and I intend to
give them to the House.

Mr. Bickerton: You ask the member for
Mt. Marshall about statistics.

Mr. NALDER: They are very valuable
and I have no doubt that if time were
available and we were able to go through
the speeches of the honourable member we
would find he has himself used statistics
to bolster up one argument or another.

The only reason we are arguing this
matter is that we have the figures to prove
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that what the Government intends to do
will not contribute in any way to the saving
of life on country roads.

We have been told that the Government
intends to spend $2,000,000 in the next 12
months, if this Hill becomes law, on the
takeover of traffic control in the country.
This is apart from the continuing expense
of at least $1,000,000 a Year. I am sug-
gesting that part of this money-it might
be $200,000 to $400,000-would be well
spent on the appointment of a committee
to investigate the figures available to ascer-
tain whether a real solution is available
or whether no solution exists and that we
must therefore accept the present situa-
tion. The money would be well spent in
this way rather than in trying to Imple-
ment the Proposal under this legislation.

Many people are worried about this
legislation for other reasons. In the first
instance, many traffic inspectors are wor-
ried because they do not know whether or
not they will soon lose their jobs. Many of
them know that if the Police takeover
occurs their salary and status will certainly
be reduced and, as I have said, some of
them will be out of work altogether. The
Government has made no provisions at all
for them. I have here a letter from the
Minister indicating tt it the Government
will try to do what it can if the situation
arises. That is the iiovernment's attitude.

I repeat that the Government would be
well advised, Instead of going ahead with
this le.gislation, to appoint a committee
to analyse the whole situation to ascertain
whether a solution can be found to reduce
our road toll.

Several other members have already
referred to the Commissioner of Police.
At regular intervals he complains bitterly
about the road toll. If he has the answer
why has he not demonstrated this in the
city, because he has control of city traffic?
Why is his remedy not practised in the
country areas where police control already
exists? As a matter of fact, I know that
at least in one country area which suf-
fered very few road fatalities previously
the number has increased since the police
takeover.

I am giving this information because
I believe that the control of traffic by
Police is not the answer. We should not
be wasting our time in discussing the sug-
gestion that it will solve the problem,
because it will not solve it.

I now wish to give the House some
figures. I know that such information can
be boring, but I believe the figures should
be given. I have taken an interest in this
matter and have been compiling some
information since 1959 to keep a check
on the situation and I know that the
Position is no worse in Western Australia
than it is in other States. The figures
have been kept separately; that is, for the
metropolitan area and the country.
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These are-

ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS-DEATHS

NEW SOUTH WALES

1959)
1962
1964
1966
1963

31etro.
* 417
... 412
- 4691

513
502

Other
4-42
4"~
550
630
,709

Total
859
876

1,010
1,143
1,211

I have not given all the years, because that
is not necessary-the pattern Is the same.

Mr. Bickerton: You do not expect me to
check these.

Mr. NALDER: If the Minister checks
them he will find they are correct. I have
checked them three times. To continue
with the New South Wales figures--

-NEW SOUTH WALES8

1969
1970
1971

Metro.
498

... 573

... 503

Other
690
736
749

Total
1.188
1,309
1,252

There is a very great significance when
one sees these figures together and corn-
.ares them. I shall refer to this point in
a moment. The position is similar in
Victoria. The figures are-

VICTORIA

1939)
1962
1964
1966
1968
1969
1970

Metro.
279
403
448
484

548

Other
.392
405
456
471
4144
463
495

Total
671
803
04

9515
949

1,011
1,060

For 1971 separate figures are not available
for Victoria, Queensland, South Australia,
and Tasmania. The total deaths in Victoria
in 1971 in both metropolitan and country
areas was 921.

It is important for us to remember the
situation that exists in Queensland. There
is a very high percentage of road fatalities
in that State. Of course there are a number
of cities other than Brisbane involved in
this situation. The figures I shall quote
relate to the metropolitan area-that is,
the metropolis of Brisbane-and the rest
of the State. The figures are-

QUEENSLAND)
Metro. Other Total

1959 .. ... 95 2.38 353
1962 .. . 120 2811 403
1984 . 15 6 3015 461
1966 160 306 466
1968 144 33:3 477
3900 15 6 400 55 1)6
1970 170 367 537

As I have said separate figures are not
available for 1971 but the total number of
road deaths was 594.

I shall now refer to South Australia over
the same Period. The figures are--

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

1959
1962
1964
1966
1968
19)69
1970

M.%etro.
86
82

119
127
116
130
109

Other
97

112
119
143
15 9
121
240

Total
183
194
238
270
275
251
349

For 1971 the figures have not been kept
separately but the total number of deaths
was 292.

1 shall now refer to Western Australia.
The figures are-

1959
1902
1964
1966
1968
1969
1970
1971

W7ESTERN AUSTRALIA
Metro. Other

86 85
... 83 934

88 134
115 138

.. 148 172
156 155
ISO 18 171

.. 160 172

Total
171
177
222
253
320
311
351
332

There is one point I would like to mention.
I do not know where the member
for Freman tie obtained the figures he
Quoted in the House, but they were a little
different. This is brought about by the
fact that the police record the death of
every Person, whether, in fact, that person
dies two, three, five, or six months after
an accident. This information is recorded
for the district in which it occurs; that
is, metropolitan area or country areas. The
statistician, on the other hand, does not
take into account the death of a person
which occurs one month or more after an
accident. This is not recorded as a road
death. This is the reason the figures differ
and I thought I should explain this in case
someone queries the slight difference in
the figures quoted by the member for Fre-
mantle.

I now wish to refer to the position In
Tasmania for the same period. The figures
are-

1951)..
19362
1964
1966 ..

TASM.%AN.IA
MeNltro. Other

37 38
21 40
'24 65
20 84

Total
75
61
89

104

For the period from 1968 to 1971 the figures
were not kept separately. But the totals
for those three years in Tasmania were
118 in 1968, 114 in 1969, 118 in 1970, and
130 in 1971.

1 emphasise that this is factual informa-
tion and any member is free to look at
these figures. I find one other factor mos9t
interesting and significant. On analysis,
road deaths appear to be tied up with the
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population and the number of vehicles re-
gistered. There does seem to be a pattern
in this way. Doubtless others have noticed
this, too, and I consider it is quite signifi-
cant. I have not researched all the years,
but I have researched 1965. My source
of information is the Year Book Australia
No. 52 and the Bureau of Census and Sta-
tistics. The percentages have been calcula-
ted from the Year Book statistics' I will
give these, because it will not take too
long. The figures are-

to State, population, vehicles on register,
and road traffic fatalities. These are-

Slate

New. South Walt-s
V'ictoria ..
Qucengland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania . ..

Population

(a)

1,1 72,774
* ,027,372
* 329,874

27-5
14-3
0-2
all
3-1

A COM.%PARISON BETWEEN POPULATION MO0TOlt VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS AND ROAD DEATH4S

Calculated from figures as at 31st December, 1905,

Vittoria

Esitimateul
Popiulation

as; at
3 1/1 2/6n

"4' Total
Popu-
lation
as at

31/12/85

41,23 7,51t4 36-19
3,231,938 28 -24-

Queensland----------1.61.5,381,

South Australia .... 1,064,6-29

Weste-rn Australia .... 820,063

Tasmania .. . 379,107

14-73

9-27

7-14

3-32

Esutimated
MAotor
Vehiele
Regis-

trations

1,344,893
1,068,201

552,642

390,433

302,420

125,303

o ,'rotal
Mo0tor

Vehicle
R"Iis.

tratiol.,4

35-21.

27-SO0

14 -56

10-23

7-91

3-28

Roual o'1otal
Derths Deaths

l.A15 36-40
929 29-38

467 14-78

2131 7-70

252

99

7 -85

2-96

Members will notice from the figures I have
quoted that there is a very close connection
between the percentage of the population
and tne percentage of motor vehicle regis-
trations,

Mr. Biekerton: I don't think anyone
would readily deny that fact.

Mr. NtALDER: I consider a committee
could well look at these figures and facts
in studying the causes of road deaths.
There certainly is some connection between
the percentage of population and the
number of motor vehicle registrations. The
figures prove this as anyone can see by
looking at them. Without any fear of con-
tradiction I1 say that it is not a question
of who controls traffic-whether it be the
police or local inspectors. Police control
of traffic will not contribute one iota to
lessening the number of road deaths. This
is the point I make.

I have some other figures, which are later
ones and relate to 1970 and 1971. 1 do not
wish to weary the House but I believe they
are important enough for me to mention.
In 1970 the facts were almost the same as
for 1965. In my view this is very important.
As I indicated earlier, some of the States
are not keeping the figures for road deaths
in the country areas separate from those
in the metropolitan area, but give only a
total. For the year 1970 the only figures
I have of deaths are in terms of number
and percentage. The figures for 1971 relate

Sla1te

New South Walies
Victoria
Q ueensland
South AuIstralia
Western Australia
Tasmnia.

State

New- South Wales
Victoria
Queensland .

South Australia.
Western Australia
Tasmania

Vehicles on Register

June, 1071
quatlkv,

* 1,387,11t1
-. 729,350

458,4R4
* .. 4G6,822

10-4,235

35-2
27-0
14-2
9-5
9-1
a-2

Boad Traffic, Fatllk

2070
Deaths o

1.309 34-5
1,060 27-0)

.'37 14-1
34 9 -2
351 9-2
115 3-1

1071
Deaths 0%1

1,252 34-0
92i 25-8
h104 1 6-5
"92 8 -1
.12 9.2
120 3-6

In my view these figures are most signi-
ficant. As I pointed out, a committee in-
quiring into this situation may be able to
present a report of great value, even if it
could not solve the problem.

I wish to make this one point: The
Minister stated that the road toll in West-
ern Australia was the worst for the Com-
monwealth. The figures I have read prove
this to be incorrect. I would also like to
give the figures for 1965 to 1969-

ROAD DEiATIS-WEST17RN AUSTRALIA
Per 10,000 Per 100,000

motor of lean
Year Deaths rehid-es populatioa AUSTRALIA

on (a)
register

1965 252 9 15 ,164 8 28
1966 253 8 30 3,242 8 28
1967 256 8 29 3.166 8 27
1968 320 9 3i 3,382 8 28
1909 311 8 33- 3,50 8 26
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The number of Persons injured per 100.000 (b) at what intervals are such
of mean population was higher in Western
Australia than the corresponding Aus-
tralian figure in each year except 1965
when the rates were identical. However,
the number of persons injured per 10,000
motor vehicles on register was higher In
Australia as a whole than in Western Aus-
tralia for each of the above years. This
information is obtained from the Year
Book Australia. Here again there is a
connection between the number of motor
vehicles registered and the population of
Western Australia.

Mention has been made of the city
drivers. I do not wish to make an issue of
this but I believe it is important to take It
into consideration when looking at the
deaths on country roads. Several country
shires have supplied me with Information
and the following is of interest:-

The following figures were compiled
to show the percentage of accidents
which have occurred on country roads
where metropolitan drivers have been
involved. The figures were supplied by
the Traffic Inspectors in various shires
throughout the area and for this reas-
on the Shire names and locations will
not be mentioned. All the accidents
shown are those where the total dam-
age sustained to the vehicles in the
aggregate exceeds $100. Totals are
over the last three years to May 1972.

sire No. Total Accidents Number Percentage
of

Metro Drivers

45
100
113
27

3.

4-

43. 269
34.5
28. 535
45. 0

These are interesting figures because I
believe the total picture cannot be correctly
analysed unless this information is col-
lected. I resume my seat by saying I am
against the proposal put forward by the
Mfinister and I intend to vote against it.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of
the sitting, on motion by Mr. Har-man.

(Continued on page 1912)

QUESTIONS (34): ON NOTICE
1. MINE WORKERS' RELIEF

ACT
Recipient: Means of Wife

Mr. HARTREY, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) Is it obligatory for a recipient of

payments under the Mine Work-
ers' Relief Act to make a statu-
tory declaration as to his own and
his wife's means?

(2) If so, since when has this obliga-
tion been operative?

(3) If answer to (1) is "Yes"-
a) by virtue of what statutory

provision or regulation is this
requirement imposed;

declarations required;
(c) to what condition or stipula-

tion governing such payments
is a "means test' regulation or
declaration relevant?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr. May) replied:
(1) No.
(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL
HOSTEL
Narrogi

Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Minister
for Education:

What planning is in hand to pro-
vide additional accommodation at
the Narrogin high school hostel to
cater for the excess of applications
for 1973 over the expected
vacancies?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
It is not planned to provide addit-
ional accommodation at the Narro-
gin hostel for 1973.

This question was postponed.

HOUSING
Kwinana Beach Area: Acquisitions

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Town Planning:
(1) H-ow long does the Government

expect to take to phase out the
privately owned homes and
vacant blocks in the Swinana
Beach residential area?

(2) Will he explain the present plan
to give effect on a year by year
basis to the acquisition of these
residences and vacant blocks?

(3) As the residents at the public
meeting held at Swinana Beach
on 18th May, 1972 were encour-
aged to expect replacement values
for their properties when pur-
chased by the Government-
(a) will he confirm the Govern-

ment's intention of adopting
replacement value as a basis
of valuation when these pro-
perties are purchased; or

(b) what is to be the basis of
valuation for the acquisition
of these properties?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) The Government is not attempting

to "phase out" the privately own-
ed homes in the Ewinana Beach
residential area. Approximately
54 residents have presently indi-
cated a desire to dispose of their
properties and it is expected that
these would be completed within
about 30 months.

2
3
4

104
233
396

go
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(2) About twenty housing properties
or a proportionate number of vac-
ant quarter-acre lots as become
available are expected to be pur-
chased each year at a total cost of
$200,000 Per annum.

(3) Replacement for vacant land will
be offered in Rockingham or
Kwinana as required, if housing
development is proposed. This
was the undertaking given at the
meeting of 18th May, 1912.
(a) The adoption of replacement

value for all houses is not
practical because of the age,
condition and poor standard
of many of the buildings.

(b) Generally, the basis of valu-
ation of house properties will
be assessed at current rates on
an unaffected basis. This is
a hypothetical value as though
the industry at Kwinana did
not exist and the land was
zoned as residential.

5. KARNET REHABILITATION
CENTRE
Escapees

Mr. EtINCIMAN, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Chief Secretary:
(1) Is the Minister aware of the con-

cern of many residents in the hills
area of Serpentinle-Jarrahdale at
the number of robberies commit-
ted by escapees from Karnet Re-
habilitation Centre?

(2) How many men have absconded
from the Karnet Rehabilitation
Centre in the years 1971, 1970,
1969?

(3) Were all of the escapees accounted
for?

(4) Were any of the escapees con-_victed of further crimes and, if
so. what were they?

(5) Does the Minister believe that
security precautions are adequate
and, if not, what action will be
taken?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
This question will require con-
siderable research (particularly
part 4) to obtain the necessary
answers, and the member will be
advised as soon as possible.

6. ARMADALE-KELMSCOTT
DISTRICT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

Swimming1 Pool and Additions
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Has he conferred with the presi-

dent and ladies auxiliary of
the Armadale-Kelmscott District

Memorial Hospital regarding the
outstanding matters he requires
answering before approving the
construction of the swimming
pool?

(2) (a) If so, what was the result of
this meeting;

(b) if not, does he intend to meet
the president for this Purpose
in the near future?

(3) Have plans been completed for
additions to this hospital in this
or the next financial year?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), what alterations
or additions are envisaged?

(5) What is the estimated cost for this
work?

(6) When are the additions and
alterations expected to commence
and be completed?

(7) Is this hospital's capacity now
overtaxed or fully used?

(8) When is it intended to add-
(a) additional wards;
(b) a children's ward;
(c) a geriatrics wing?

Mr. BICKERTON (for Mr. Davies)
replied:
(1) I understand that the Minister for

Health had a telephone conversa-
tion with the President of the
Armadale-Kelmscott Dl Is t r toc t
Memorial Hospital Women's Aux-
iliary, but as he is overseas I am
unable to state what matters were
discussed apart from an inaccurate
statement in the Daily News on
19th April, 1972.

(2) (a) and (b~) This question cannot
be answered until the Minister
returns from overseas.

(3) Preliminary sketch plans for addi-
tions to the hospital have been
prepared.

(4) Initially a new operating suite,
subsequently remodelling of out-
patients, X-ray and administration
sections.

(5) An estimate has not been pre-
pared.

(6) Subject to availability of loan
funds, it is hoped to start the first
stage next financial year. Com-
pletion date cannot be stated until
commencing date Is known.

(7) No, apart from the areas referred
to in answer to (4). There are '71
beds available and the bed average
for the 3 months ended 30th April,
1972 was just under 51.

(8) There are no plans for any of
these at Present.
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'7. DROUGHT RELIEF COMMITTEE (b3) purchase homes, 2, 3 and 4
North Eastern Gold fields

Mr. COYNE, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) Whilst the appointment of a top

class committee to study the
drought situation in the North
Eastern Goldfields has been en-
thusiastically received, would he
indicate in more detail how the
committee will operate?

(2) Is it intended that the panel will
visit the area to observe the physi-
cal effects of the drought at close
range?

(3) Can it be anticipated that mem-
bers of the panel will visit indi-
vidual pastoralists on some pro-
perties?

(4) Has a detailed itinerary been pre-
pared of holdings that may be
visited giving time of arrival and
departure?

(5) If (4) is "No" when is it antici-
pated that an itinerary will be
made available?

Mr. JAMIESON (for Mr. H. D. Evans)
replied:
(1) to (3) The committee is currently

analysing information available in
Perth on the immediate and fut-
ure financial problems of the pas-
toral properties in the drought
affected shires. Further relevant
information will be sought from
some Pastoralists in some cases.
Selected Properties will be visited
when the analysis is completed.

(4) No.
(5) An announcement will be made

as soon as an itinerary is avail-
able, but this is dependent on
completion of the analysis referred
to above.

HOUSING
Armadale-Kelanscott: Building Blocks

and Programame
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) How many building blocks or bow

much land in broad acres has the
commission purchased in the Shire
of Armadale-Kelmscott since 1st
March, 1971?

(2) Will he show the break-up of
these blocks of land as to the
number of blocks Purchased in the
separately identifiable locations,
e.g., M.R.P.A. Scheme 4, Kelm-
Scott?

(3) What is the building programme
for these blocks expressed as a
yearly building rate for-
(a) rental homes, 2, 3 and 4 bed-

rooms:

bedrooms;
(c) War Service Homes, 2, 3 and

4 bedrooms?
(4) Does the Commission intend buy-

ing the whole of the M.R.P.A.
Scheme 4 area?

(5) Is the Commission intending to
develop the M.R.P.A. Scheme 4
area on similar standards to
Orelia?

(6) If not, in the interests of the
people should we accept any less
standard?

('7) Is the Commission intending to
allow rebates in rentals for ten-
ants of the homes to compensate
for the considerable commuting
fare disadvantage?

Mr. BICKCERTON replied:
(1) 473 residential lots on its own

account, plus 20 residential lots
and 21 acres unsubdivided as agent
for the Director of War Service
Homes.

(2) (a) Housing Commission-

Kelmscott No. 4 area ..
Armadale -Neerigen

Brook
Armadale-Tijuana Park

Lots
287

129
57

4,73

(b) War Service Homes-
Kelmscott No. 4 area-20 lots.
Kelmscott Broadacres-21

acres.
(3) 200 lots have been allocated for

the current programme, and con-
tracts awarded for the following
construction-

Kelmscott-
Three bedrooms.*... .... 130
Four bedrooms .... ... 13
Five bedrooms..... .... 0

Total . ... .... 149

(4)
(5)

Armada le-
Three bedrooms ..
Four bedrooms ..
Five bedrooms ..

Total .

3,7
14
0

5,7

Decision as to whether Units are
for purchase or rental will be made
later in the light of relative de-
mand for each purpose.
No final decision has yet been
made as to the timing of use of
the remaining lots.
Use of the War Service Homes land
is a matter for the director.
No.
The commission is not developing
the area but is buying developed
sites. Through these acquisitions

S.
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In an area in which there are other
owners, a diversification similar to
that at Orelia will be achieved not
necessarily solely by the commis-
sion's activities.

(6) See answer to (5).
('7) No. Rebates of rental are related

to family income, not expendi-
tures, according to a code com-
monly used by all Australian public
housing authorities.

TEACHERS
Bonding System

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) How far have reported prepara-

tions proceeded to introduce an
alternative loan system to the
bond system in teachers educa-
tion?

(2) Could he inform the House about
the details of such plan?

Mfr. T. D. EVANS replied:

11.

(1) Discussions on the proposal are
still being held within the Educa-
tion Department and the teachers'
union.

(2) The Proposals Provide for the ac-
ceptance of an interest free loan
without bonding.

10. ACHIEVEMENT CERTIFICATE
Evaluation

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has his department made any

evaluation in regard to the peda-
gogical, scholastic and community
(such as employer's appraisal,
etc.) effects of the system of
achievement certificates?

(2) Is his intention to extend the
achievement certificate system
into the fourth and fifth years of
high school?

(3) If so, when will this new system
take the Place of external exami-
nations?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes. A survey conducted by the

Board of Secondary Education in
19'71 showed that the majority of
schools consider that under the
achievement certificate scheme,
greater freedom is enjoyed to pur-
sue the broad aims of secondary
education.
As students have not yet been
selected for employment entirely
or) the basis of the achievement
certificate, it is too early for an
appraisal to be made by employ-
ers.

12.

Visits by the Director of the Board
of Secondary Education to employ-
er, parent and comnmunity groups,
indicate a favourable reaction.

(2) The Board of Secondary Educa-
tion accepts in principle that it is
desirable for a system of certifica-
tion of student achievement based
on school assessments, to be Intro-
duced into 4th and 5th years of
secondary education.

(3) This matter is being considered in
conjunction with present discus-
sions on tertiary entrance require-
ments.

RESTAURANTS
Sunday TTading

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Tourism:
(1) Is his department aware that very

few restaurants, especially higher
class ones, are open on Sundays,
which fact causes considerable in-
convenience to tourists passing
through Perth, and their hosts?

(2) Is there anything lhe can do about
this state of affairs, which leaves
a bad mark on our State capital
as an increasingly focal point for
tourists?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) A survey carried out today reveals

that local residents and tourists
are able to obtain Sunday restau-
Frt services without any undue
inconvenience.
Currently, at least 18 restaurants
of a high standard offer a variety
of meal services on Sundays. This
information is published in the
press and in tourist brochures.

(2) Whilst it is considered that Perth's
Sunday restaurant services com-
pare favourably with those offered
in other capital cities, the Tourist
Development Authority will con-
tinue to co-operate with travel in-
dustry bodies in encouraging the
greater availability of tourist facil-
ities and restaurants to cater for
the increased tourist inflow that is
expected to result from current
promotional measures.

LAND
Dairying: Hay Location 1400

Mr. REID, to the Minister for Lands:
(1) Was Hay location 1400 gazetted

or frozen under the marginal dairy
farms reconstruction scheme at
any time?

(2) Did any local dairy farmers make
applications for this land under
the scheme to enlarge their hold-
ings?

(3) Who was allocated the land and
is this Person a dairy farmer?
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Mr. JAMIESON (for Mr. H1. D. Evans)
replied:
(1) (a) Hay location 1400, in common

with all other vacant crown
land in the area, was with-
held from selection for the
possible requirements of the
marginal dairy farms recon-
struction scheme,

(b) Location 1400 wvas not requir-
ed in connection with the re-
construction scheme, and was
released for selection under
the provisions of the Land
Act, applications being limit-
ed to the holders of land in
the locality.

(2) Yes.
(3) (a) A Land Board, after consider-

ing all supporting evidence
submitted, determined that
the application to be granted
should be that lodged by Mr.
1. A. and Mrs. L. D. Macpher-
son of Nornalup.

(b) The successful applicants are
neighbouring farmers, who
plan to use the land for beef
production.

13. CATTLE
Brucellosis and Tuberculosis:

Eradication
Mr. REID, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) What is the budget figure for the

year ending 30th June, 1972 for-
(a) bovine brucellosis control;
(b) the tuberculosis eradication

programme?
(2) Is it planned to increase the bud-

get figure for the 1972-73 year
particularly for the testing of
bovine brucellosis?

(3) What was the amount of the grant
received by Western Australia
from the Commonwealth for year
ending 30th June, 1972 for bovine
brucellosis and tuberculosis eradi-
cation?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr. H. D). Evans)
replied:
(1) The programmes are not budgeted

separately. Total estimated ex-
penditure $385,858.

(2) Yes.
Discussions are pending to deter-
mine whether the programmes can
be speeded up further.

(3) $172,800.

14. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS:
MOTOR VEHICLES

Premier
Mr. BLAIFCIE, to the Premier:
(1) How many motor vehicles are op-

erated by each department under
his control?

(2) What is the type and make of
these vehicles in each department?

(3) Will he detail-
(a) the method of Purchase of

motor vehicles since 30th
April, 1971, whether by-
(i) tender:

0Di lease; or
(iii) any other means;

(b) the total cost; and
(c) the number of vehicles in-

volved.
for each department?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr. J. T. Tonkin)
replied:

As the answer is lengthy I ask that
it be tabled.

The reply was tabled.

15. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS:
MOTOR VEHICLES

Minister for Development and
Decentralisation

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:
(1) How many motor vehicles are op-

erated by each department under
his control?

(2) What is the type and make of
these vehicles in each depart-
ment?

(3) Will he detail-
(a) the method of Purchase of

motor vehicles since 30th
April, 1971. wvhether by-
(i) tender;

UDi lease; or
(iii) any other means;

(b) the total cost; and
(c) the number of vehicles in-

volved,
for each department?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
I wish to table the answer to this
question.

The reply was tabled.

16. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS:
MOTOR VEHICLES

Minister for Education
Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:
(1) How many motor vehicles are op-

erated by each department under
his control?

(2) What is the type and make of
these vehicles in each depart-
ment?

(3) Will he detail-
(a) the method of purchase of

motor vehicles since 30th
April, 1971, whether by-
(i) tender;
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(ii) lease; or
(iii) any other means;

(b) the total cost; and
(c) the number of vehicles in-

volved,
for each department?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
I ask that the answer to this
question be tabled.

The reply was tabled.

17. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS:
MOTOR VEHICLES

Minister /or Community Welfare
Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Community
Welfare:
(1) How many motor vehicles are op-

erated by each department under
his control?

(2) What is the type and make of
these vehicles in each depart-
ment?

(3) Will he detail-
(a) the method of purchase of

motor vehicles since 30th
April, 1971, whether by-
(1) tender;

0Di lease; or
(III) any other means;

(b) the total cost; and
(c) the number of vehicles in-

volved,
for each department?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
I will table the answer to this
Question.

The reply was tabled.

18. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS:
MOTOR VEHICLES
Minister for Police

Mr. ELAInIE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:
(1) How many motor vehicles are op-

erated by each department under
his control?

(2) What is the type and make of
these vehicles in each depart-
ment?

(3) Will he detail-
(a) the method of purchase of

motor vehicles since 30th
April, 1971, whether by-
(1) tender;
(Ii) lease; or
(iii) any other means;

(b) the total cost; and
(c) the number of vehicles in-

volved,
for each department?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
This information is not readily
available and will take consider-
able research to provide. It will
be made available to the member
as early as Possible.

19 and 20. These questions were postponed.

21. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS:
MOTOR VEHICLES
Minister for Lands

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) How many motor vehicles are op-

erated by each department under
his control?

(2) What is the type and make of
these vehicles in each department?

(3) Will be detail-
(a) the method of purchase of

motor vehicles since 30th
April, 1971, whether by-
(I) tender;
(ii) lease; or

(III) any other means;
(b) the total cost; and
(c) the number of vehicles In-

volved,
for each department?

Mr. JAMIESON (for Mr. H. D. Evans)
replied:

I seek Permission to table this
answer.

The reply was tabled.

22. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS:
MOTOR VEHICLES

Minister for Environmental Protection
Mr. ELAIKIE, to the Minister for
Environmental Protection:

(2)

(3)

erated by each department under
his control? e

What Is the type and make of
these vehicles in each department?
Will he detail-
(a) the method of Purchase of

motor vehicles since 30th
April, 1911, whether by-
(I) tender;

(ii) lease; or
(III) any other means;

(b) the total cost: and
(c) the number of vehicles in-

volved,
for each department?

Mr. BICK{ERTON (for Mr. Davies)
replied:

I ask that the answer to this
question be tabled.

The reply was tabled.
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23. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS:
MOTOR VEHICLES

Minister jar Labour

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Labour:
(1) How many motor vehicles are op-

erated by each department under
his control?

(2) What is the type and make of
these vehicles in each department?

(3) Will he detail-
(a) the method of purchase of

motor vehicles sinces 30th
April. 1971, whether by-
(I) tender:

(ii) lease: or
(fii) any other means;

(b) the total cost; and
(c) the number of vehicles in-

volved,
for each department?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
I wish to table the answer to this
question.

The reply was tabled.

24. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS:
MIOTOR VEHICLES

Minister for Local Government

Mr. ELAICIE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minmister for Local Govern-
ment:
(1) How many motor vehicles are op-

erated by each department under
his control?

(2) What is the type and make of
these vehicles in each department?

(3) Will he detail-
(a) the method Of purchase of

motor vehicles since 30th
April, 1971. whether by-
(I) tender:
(ii) lease; or

(III) any other means;
(b) the total cost; and
(c) the number of vehicles in-

volved,
for each department?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
I ask that the answer to this
question be tabled.

The replyI was tabled.

25. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT'S:
MO10-,0R VEHICLES

Minister for Housing

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) How many motor vehicles are op-

erated by each department under
his control?

(2) What is the type and make of
these vehicles in each department?

(3) Will he detail-

(a) the method of purchase of
motor vehicles since 30th
April, 1971, whether by-
(I) tender;
(ii) lease; or

(III) any other means;

(b) the total cost; and

(c) the number of vehicles in-
volved,

for each department?

Mr. BICKCERTON replied:

I ask Permission to table the an-
swer to this question.

The reply wvas tabled.

26. DECENTRALISATION
Measures, and Rail Freight

Concessions
Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Development and flecentralisation:
(1) With reference to the Govern-

ment announcement of measures
to Promote decentralisation, 29th
May, 1972, from what date are
these to commence?

(2) Would he give some guide as to
what industries or types of in-
dustries will benefit from the in-
creased rail freight concessions,
i.e., from 10% to 30%, how this
will operate, and what basis will
be used for the variation of con-
cessions?

(3) Will any business now receiving or
entitled to receive the present 10%
rail freight concessions be dis-
qualified from receiving same; if
so, for what reasons?

(4) For those industries situated in
areas not serviced by rail or which
do not use rail transport, what
benefits will they receive from this
new Plan, and what benefits will
be offered to new Industry to
establish in these areas?

(5) Would he enlarge on the proposed
decentralisation review commit-
tee and how this will keep in
touch with the various Proposed
regions, and through whom?

(6) Will this Organisation be similar
to the Ontario system of regional
development committees: if not,
generally, what is the type of sys-
tem that will be set up?

(7) (a) Has the State yet been
divided into economic regions;

(b) how many regions are pro-
posed;



(Thursday, 1 June, 1971]10

(c) will these conform to regions
as operated on by Government
departments at present; if so.
what departmental boun-
daries:

(d) will Government departments
whose regional boundaries do
not conform to those pro-
posed be required to adopt the
new boundaries for their op-
eration?

(8) What areas of Government ad-
ministration will be considered
suitable for promotion within re-
gions?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) No date of commencement for the

measures has been set.
(2) The application and extent of the

new rail freight concessions will
depend upon the merits of each
case.

(3)
(4)

No.

No specific incentives have been
announced for such cases. How-
ever it may be possible for con-
sideration to be given in specific
cases to relief from any disadvan-
tageous conditions.

(5) Not at this stage, as the com-
mittee has not been constituted.

(6) The committee will examine and
make recommendations on region-
al organisation within the State.
The extent of any similarity with
any other system will then be
established.

(7) (a) to (d) The findings and re-
commendations of the com-
mittee will establish these
factors.

(8) Answered by ('7).

27. WATER SUPPLIES
Denmark-Mt. Barker Water Main

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Has the survey of the pipeline for

the Denmark-Mt. Barker water
supply been completed?

(2) If not, when will it be completed?
(3) When will construction commence

and when will the line be com-
pleted?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Construction will depend on the

availability of loan funds and re-
lative priorities with respect to
other towns not so well served.

28. FUELS
Government Stores Purchases

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Fuel:
(1) Is it correct that the Government

Stores Department can Purchase
fuels at a much lower rate than
local government authorities?

(2) If so, will action be taken to al-
low all local government autho-
rities to purchase fuel at the Gov-
ernment rate?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) and (2) Enquiries will be made In

this matter and the member ad-
vised by letter of the position.

29. WATER SUPPLIES
Tambellup Town Dam

Mr. STEPHENS. to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) What is the storage capacity of

Tambellup town dam?
(2) What is the present storage?
(3) Is it considered adequate for the

needs of the town?
(4) If "No" to (3), what plans are

there to alleviate the situation?
Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) There are two dams serving Tram-

bellup:-
Original town dam-capacity 10

million gallons.
Recently acquired and re-condi-

tioned railway dam-capacity
26 million gallons.

Total-36 million gallons.
(2) Town dam-4.0 million gallons.

Railway damn-.G million gallons.
Total-4.6 million gallons.

(3) Yes.
(4) Answered by (3).

30. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Automotive Industry

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Premier:
(1) Was he correctly reported on the

radio on Tuesday, 30th May, as
stating that he was prepared to
negotiate with the Ford Motor
Company that In return for em-
Ploying the redundant G.M.H.
workers he was Prepared to give
the Ford Motor Company a virtual
monopoly of Government busi-
ness?

(2) If so, does he know if such an
arrangement would contravene the
Restrictive Trade Practices Act?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr. J. T. Tonkin)
replied:
(1) If such a report were made it was

Incorrect.
(2) See answer to (1).
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31. NAVAL BASE AT COCKBURN
SOUND

Housing for Personnel
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Housing:

Relating to my question 15 on 31St
May will he now give me the in-
formation requested as follows:-
(1) Has the Department of the

Navy expressed a preference
for the homes to be built at
Rockingham?

(2) (a) Is the State Housing
Commission pressing for
the homes to be built in
the Medina-Calista-Orelia
area;

(b) if so. why?
(3) floes he realise there is plenty

of serviced urban land avail-
able at Rockingham for this
purpose?

(4) Will he explain the factors
influencing him or the com-
mission against the Navy's
families' interests of having to
travel an extra 14 miles re-
turn trip to work?

(5) Will he please assure me he
has no objection to the homes
being built at Rocklngham
and will approve their con-
struction In this area?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) While the Department of

Navy has expressed a prefer-
ence for Rockingham. the
negotiations between the
Commonwealth and the State
as to location of the houses
which will be State property,
have not been finalised.

(2) to (4) The proposed agree-
ment between the Common-
wealth and the States on the
housing of serving members
of the armed forces, gives the
States the right to determine
location of such housing. The
State Housing Commission
has substantial capital in-
vestments and commitments
in land and housing develop-
ments to recoup and meet at
Swinana. Furthermore, the
commission regards diversi-
fication of age, income, and
occupation groups, as being an
essential planning element for
the social development of
Kwinana.

(5) No.

STATE FINANCE
Increased Revenue, and
Government Guarantees

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Treasurer:
(1) Will he advise the break-up of

the increased $49 million esti-
mated to be collected this finan-

cial year from all sources other
than by new legislative mea-
sures:
(a) from increased administrative

charges;
(b) royalties;
(c) any other items?

(2) What is the estimated increase in
revenue this financial year from
legislative measures?

(3) What is the estimated increase in
revenue for a full Year from the
increase in revenue made from
items in (1) (a), (b) and (c) and
(2) this financial year?

(4) What is the estimated total gain
in finances to the State this year
from increases made in-
(a) revenue;
(b,) loans;
(c) grants;
(d) semi-Government authorities?

(5) Will he advise the total value of
guarantees by the Government
since 3rd March, 1971-
(a) finalised;
(b) committed but not docu-

mented;
(c) under consideration?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr. J. T. Tonkin)
replied:
(1) (a) $1,891,000.

(b) $3,235,000, including lease
rentals.

(c) $44,240,000, including collec-
tions of Payroll tax at the rate
of 2fr% which are being off-
set by a corresponding reduc-
tion in the State's Common-
wealth financial assistance
grant.

(2) $8,208,000. Including additional 1%
Payroll tax.

(3) (1) (a) $2,574,000.
(b) Not applicable.
(c) Not applicable.

(2) $11,688,000.
(4) (a) Total collections this year are

expected to exceed 1970-71
revenue by $57,580,000.

(b) Works and housing loan allo-
cation-$1.940,000.

(c) Capital and non-metropoli-
tan unemployment grants-
$4,430,000.

(d) Larger semi-governmental
and local authorities borrow-
ing prograrnmes-$7,258,000.

(5) Full details of guarantees since
March. 1971, were given in reply
to a question asked by the mem-
ber on 11th May. Guarantees ap-
Proved after that date are-
Pilbara Meat Investment Pty. LWd.
-99.000.
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Seekers Manufacturing Pty. Ltd.
-$15,000.
Rottnest Island Board-$280,O00.
A list of guarantees "under con-
sideration t ' would include a nmn-
ber of applications which for a
variety of reasons could not be
approved. Therefore, the total
value involved in these applica-
tions is meaningless and could be
misleading.

33. IRON ORE AREAS
App~lications and Allocations

Mr. COURT, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) Will he table all the applications

made for iron ore areas following
the Government's 23rd December,
1971 invitation to apply and which
applications closed 18th February.
1972?

(2) Will he table details of alloca-
tions made and the reasons why
such allocations were made in
each case?

(3) Will he indicate how the Govern-
ment visualises each of these allo-
cated areas eventually being in-
corporated into a co-ordinated re-
gional development scheme?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) and (2) As the applicants sub-

mitted confidential information
which was taken into account
when these allocations were made,
the Government is not prepared
to breach this confidence by tab-
ling the applications and the rea-
sons why such allocations were
made in each case.
I understand the Leader of the
Opposition has been supplied with
Mines Department plans showing
details of the areas allocated.

(3) The Government's broad view on
the orderly and long-term devel-
opment of the Pilbara iron ore
resources was outlined in the
Press statement announcing these
allocations.
The future of each area however,
cannot be gauged until explora-
tion is completed and the results
assessed.

34. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
potash Producztion

Mr. COURT,' to the Minister for Devel-
opment and Decentralisation:
(1) What is the latest position with

the potash production phase of
the Texada (Lake MacLeod) pro-
ject?

(2) (a) What extensions of time for
potash research, pilot plant
and Production Phases have
been given in the Past and
on what conditions;

(b) when was the current exten-
sion of time for potash pro-
duction given and when does
it expire;

(c) what are the conditions at-
tached to this current exten-
sion-
(i) in respect of potash;

(ii) In respect of salt exports
in the meantime?

(3) In view of the very difficult salt
market position in Japan due to
the cutback in their chemical in-
dustry, what arrangements exist
or are planned to achieve a fair
share of the salt exports from
Western Australia for all bona
fie salt producers who are en-
tirely dependent on salt without
unfair competition and pressure
on the market from a project
which was originally conceived to
be basically a Potash Producer?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) Production of Potash on a pilot

plant basis commenced in 1971
and has reached the stage where
substantial samples have been
shipped overseas for evaluation.
Design work is proceeding and the
letting of contracts for the pro-
duction plant is scheduled for the
fourth quarter of 1972.

(2) (a) 18th November, 1971, to 18th
February, 1972.
19th February, 1912, to 18th
May, 1973.
The extensions were granted
pursuant to the agreement.
Details of the current exten-
sion are referred to in (2) (b),

(b) The current extension of time
was given on the 1st March,
1972. Under this extension
the company has until 18th
November, 1972, to enter into
significant contracts for the
design and/or construction of
the potash facilities. Pro-
vided that the above condi-
tion is met the company will
be granted a further exten-
sion of six months to enable
it to bring the Potash works
to the Production and ship-
ping stage.

(c) Conditions attached to
above extensions are-
(i) Answered by (b);

the

(ii) the company was condi-
tionally authorised to ship
salt to overseas consum-
ers, subject to complet-
ing and commissioning its
potash facilities in ac-
cordance with an ap-
proved programme of
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development. This con-
ditional authorisation
granted in the earlier
years of the project has
been extended, as out-
lined in (2) (b),.subject to
the firm undertaking by
the company in regard to
potash.

(3) Th view of the company's inabi-
lity through circumstances beyond
its control (namely inability to
profitably sell potash due to over-
all world economic conditions) to
bring to fruition its potash Pro-
posals, I agreed to the company
continuing to export salt in
limited quantities subject to the
company producing potash or
langbeinite by 18th May. 1973.

QUESTIONS (7): WITHOUT NOTICE

OIL AND NATURAL GAS

Allocation of Offshore Leases

Mr. COURT, to the Minister for
Mines:

Yesterday I addressed a question
to the Minister's leader in his
absence, as follows:-
(1) Is it correct, as reported in

The West Australian. page 21
today (Tuesday, the 31st
may) that under the heading
"Boundary Talks Called Off
to Avoid Red Faces," that the
Western Australian Govern-
ment has granted oil and
natural gas exploration leases
in offshore areas claimed by
Indonesia?

(2) If so, would he give details of
the areas and when and how
these allocations have been
made, having regard for the
Commonwealth/State ar-
rangemients in respect of off-
shore Petroleum?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) No oil or natural gas explora-

tion permits have been granted
by the Western Australian
Government in offshore areas
between Western Australia
and Indonesia other than
those granted under the old
1936 Petroleum Act and
transitioned to permits under
the Commonwealth and State
1967 Petroleum (Submierged
Lands) Acts.
It is not known what areas In-
donesia is claiming.

(2) Answered by (1).-

2. FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
PHARMACIES

Advertisement of Private Prescrip~tions

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

I might mention that I have al-
ready given some notice of this
question, which is as follows:-
(1) Has the Minister's attention

been drawn to the Fremantle
supplement of The West Aus-
tralian, dated Thursday, the
25th May, 1972, page 8, in
which the friendly societies
pharmacies had a full page
advertisement?

(2) Does reference to "Private
prescriptions" in any way
contravene the Pharmacy Act
and/or regulations and the
ethics of the pharmaceutical
profession?

(3) If so, what action is to be
taken?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes, if the advertisement is

inserted by a pharmacist.
(3) No immediate action is pro-

Posed under the Pharmacy
Act in relation to this adver-
tisement because penalties
Provided relate to actions by
registered Pharmaceutical
chemists and not to the la~y
mnanagement of friendly socie-
ties Pharmacies.
This does not exclude action
under the contraceptives Act.

3. POSEIDON LIMITED
Changes in Plan

Mr. COYNE, to the Minister for De-
velopment and Decentralisation:
(1) Referring to proposed new finan-

cial arrangements for Poseidon
Limited, is it intended that the
concept of a township of Windarra,
will be abandoned?

(2) Is it Intended that the proposed
direct road link with the Malcolm
rail siding will not be proceeded
with?

(3) If "Yes" to (1) and (2), would the
Minister indicate what alternative
plans are under consideration?

(4) Has the Proposed amalgamation
of the H-anna/Honiestake/Union
Oil group and the Poseidon group
reached finality, and have the two
groups in fact merged?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) to (4) Poseidon representatives

have discussed with me In general
terms the results of the comple-
tion of their feasibility and market
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studies, and now seek detailed dis-
cussions which could lead to vari-
ation of the terms of the agree-
ment.
Until such discussions have
taken place, it would be premature
to speculate on what changes may
be required.

4. UNEMPLOYMENT
Protests: Procession to Parliament House

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Deputy Pre-
mier:

Did the Deputy Premier satisfy
himself that he was acting within
Standing Orders when he ad-
dressed a gathering of unionists
In front of Parliament House to-
day while Parliament was sitting?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
I am unaware of any Standing
Order which impinges on my un-
questioned right to address a
gathering of men. If there is I
would like my attention drawn to
it. Even if I have committed a
slight transgression it is of minor
consequence, measured against the
plight of some unfortunate citi-
zens who are out of work and are
In desperate straits.

Mr. O'Connor: Circumstances brought
about by your Government.

5. FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
PHARMACIES

Advertisemfenlt of oral Contraceptives
Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the M inister for Police:
(1) Has the Minister's attention been

drawn to the Fremnantle supple-
ment of The West Australian
Thursday, 25th May, 1972, page.8,
in which the friendly societies
pharmacies had a full page adver-
tisement?

(2) Does the Item dealing with oral
contraceptives contravene the
Contraceptives Act, any other
Act. or regulations?

(3) If there are reasonable grounds
to assume that the Act or regu-
lations have been contravened,
what action is to be taken?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) No.
(2) it would appear that the Inser-

tion of that part of the advertise-
ment which deals with oral con-
traceptives, could be in contra-
vention of the provisions of the
Contraceptives Act, 1939.

(3) The matter is being investigated;
but I do not know how!

6. BASIC WAGE CASE
Submissions by Ministers

Mr. COURT, to the Attorney-General:
(1) Can the Attorney-General explain

why he and the Premier claimed
yesterday that certain questions
relating to the Industrial Com-
mission were sub judice, yet
the Premier saw fit subsequently
to give the Press a statement out-
side the House which contained
much of the information that
was being sought by the Opposi-
tion?

(2) Is the statement by the Premier,
which also refers to some of the
actions of the Attorney-General
reported in this morning's news-
paper, correct; and, if so, will he
also say that the statement made
by Mr. Coleman, reported in the
Press on the 31st May was incor-
rect?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) and (2) As far as I can recollect

the various aspects, the reason
given by myself-and I can only
speak for myself-was that part
of the question was sub ud ice,
for exactly the same reasons as
were given by the Employers
Federation in a newspaper report
when it was asked to comment.
The Employers Federation be-
lieved the matter was sub j4icrhe.

Mr. Court: That was under different
circumstances.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Basically, as far
as I am aware, the version given
by the Premier in the Press com-
ment Is correct. Within my know-
ledge what has been quoted Is
basically correct.

Mr. Court: Therefore Mr. Coleman
was incorrect.

7. FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
PHARMACIES

Advertisement of Oral Contraceptives
Mr. WILLIAMS. to the Deputy Pre-
mier:

With regard to my earlier ques-
tion without notice relating to the
advertisement appearing in The
West Australian, and as to whether
the Minister's attention had been
drawn to the advertisement by the
friendly societies Pharmacies, and
in view of the reply given to that
question, will the Government
take the necessary action to
amend the Pharmacy Act so as to
protect the ethics of the pharma-
ceutical Profession by preventing
advertising of the kind mentioned
by lay people?

1911
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Mr. GRAHAM replied: Mr. BICKERTON: That is probably ob-
The Government would be pre-
pared to give consideration to any
reasonable proposition. Indeed, it
goes further than that. From time
to time the Government has given
consideration even to unreason-
able propositions.

WOOD DISTILLATION AND CHARCOAL
IRON AND) STEEL INDUSTRY ACT

AMENDMENT BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment.

TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2)

Second Reading

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of
the sitting.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara-Minister
for Housing) [5.07 p.m.]: The debate on
this Bill has been quite a marathon. It is
customary when a Minister replies to a
debate to thank all members who have
made a contribution to it. I do not wish
to make an exception In this case, but I
would also like to show my gratitude to
those who did not say anything at all!

At this early stage I might mention that
my reply to the debate will be in a fairly
general sense. It is not my intention to go
into details in an endeavour to answer
the points that have been raised by mem-
bers; but It is my intention on the com-
pletion of my reply to take the Bill Into
Committee and then to move for progress
to be reported. That would provide ade-
quate opportunity for perhaps more pre-
cise answers to be given to individual mem-
bers who have contributed to the debate.

Firstly, speaking rather generally, I
suppose old customs die hard, and I am
not sorry about that. I do not like to
see changes in some directions; but I do
feel that as Western Australia has for so
long had local government traffic control,
when a change such as this comes about
it is only natural there is a great deal of
opposition.

This proposal had been rumoured over
a long period. I have no doubt that the
greatest opposition will be received from
centres which can adequately afford to
provide an efficient local authority traffic
inspector system: but I would Point out
there are other centres that cannot afford
this expense.

Members will be aware that for many
years the only traffic control that was
exercised in many of the shires was that
exercised by the shire clerk. In fact, he
was the traffic Inspector.

Mr. Thompson: There would be only a
few vehicles in those shires.

vious, because those shires could not afford
to engage traffic inspectors. However, some
of them were located in areas through
which a great deal of traffic passed. In my
electorate, which embraces five shires, at
one stage not one of them could afford to
employ a traffic inspector.

Mr. Thomson: There would be very few
People living in those shires.

Mr. BICKERTON: We are not talking
about the people living in them, but about
traffic control. Some of these shires
straddled the main coastal highway along
which a great deal of heavy traffic passed.
In the early stages of iron ore develop-
ment now and then there was more traffic
along those roads than there would be at
Kalamunda. So, the interjection by the
member for Darling Range is not altogether
correct.

It is a fact that such centres exercise
very limited traffic control. In some cases
it was almost nil, but it was a source of
revenue, and I admit that. It was probably
an important source of revenue to a small
shire.

I had one Personal experience in my
electorate not long after I became a mem-
ber of this Parliament. That was the
occasion when we were forming a Pilbara
ward. Representatives of all the shires
met at Wittenoomn Gorge and it was ru-
moured even then that traffic control in
the country might be taken over by the
police.

At the time I was asked for my opinion.
I do not believe in sitting on the fence.
The shires were all In favour of retaining
traffic control, but I pointed out they were
hanging on for the sake of the revenue.
and not for the sake of controlling traffic.
Had they endeavoured to put in some form
Of traffic control they would have been
forced into the situation where they would
have had to provide not only the wages of
the traffic inspector, but also the cost of
the motor cycle or car, housing, and so on.
The revenue from the licensing of vehicles
would not have been sufficient to cover
these expenses.

So. in that case, one could claim the
Police should take over traffic control, but
surely the aim throughout the State should
be the adaption as much as possible of
some form of uniformity in respect of
legislation. In the debate many aspects
have been covered, not only traffic control
by inspectors or by the police, but also the
Local Government Act, the Main Roads
Act, and just about every other Statute.

To be realistic the point we have to decide
is whether we should adopt uniformity of
traffic control, or whether we should retain
the hotch-potch system whereby in some
areas local authorities exercise traffic con-
trol and in others the Police exercise this
control. When we argue the merits as to
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which is the best method, I think it is
very difficult to prove that one method is
better than the other.

Mr. Rlushton: You are agreeing with me.
Mr. BICKERTON: Up to date I am not,

but one never knows. As we go along we
might on a couple of odd occasions agree
on something. We can understand argu-
ments taking place on whether every shire
throughout the State should exercise traffic
control through its inspectors, or whether
throughout the State the police should
exercise traffic control.

There again we come to the point that
I have made. Unless heavy subsidies are
provided some shires could not afford to
control traffic in their areas.

Mr. Nalder: Probably it would be cheaper
to subsidise them.

Mr. BICKERTON: Even under that
system there would still be a break-up of
traffic control as we move from one shire
to another.

Mr. W. G. Young: Even now there Is
overlapping in traffic control.

Mr. BICKERTON: I realise that. There
might be a difference between adjoining
shires.

Mr. Nalder: They operate under the
same law.

Mr. BICKERTON: Yes, but surely uni-
formity is desirable.

Mr. Reid.: THow can you hope for unifor-
mity on anything? It is the individual that
counts.

Mr. BICKERTON: There would be
uniformity to the extent of having one
department to control the traffic through-
out the State. and that department would
be making the regulations, and so on. We
also have the situation in the Police Force,
as in every Government department, such
as the Education Department, that nor-
mally there is fairly frequent transfer of
personnel from one place to another. This
gets back to the argument of creating
circuit judges. What was the reason for
their appointment?

The reason was so that there would be
sonic uniformity of justice throughout an
area. For the same reason more uniform-
ity can be achieved from an organisation
such as the Police Force where its mem-
bers are transferred from Place to place.
They obtain experience in traffic matters
all over the State.

Mr. Reid: Does
that by travelling
another uniformity

the Minister imagine
from one district to
will be achieved?

Mr. BICKERTON: I say there will be
more uniformity when officers are trans-
ferred from one shire to another. Further-
more, the Police Force is uniformly
trained. The officers go through a central

school. It could be argued as to whether
the training is better than that obtained
by individual traffic inspectors, but at
least the Police officers are a uniformly
trained body. They come under uniform
control as far as their headquarters are
concerned and I believe that these points
will be in the interests of traffic control.

Mr. Reid:
point. There
final product
individually.

We are not disputing that
will be no control over the
because the officers will act

Mr. BICKERTON: It is not a desirable
state of affairs to continue with the pre-
sent system where some shires come under
the control of the Police Department and
others come under the control of indi-
vidual traffic inspectors. It is up to the
Government to do something about the
situation.

Mr. W. G. Young: only if it is requested
to do something.

Mr. BICKERTON: Three shires in the
electorate of the member for Roe have
voluntarily asked to be taken over. All
the shires which have been taken over
have voluntarily handed over control to
the police. The last area to volunteer was
Port Hedland, only a few weeks ago.

To my way of thinking Port Hedland
had a fairly efficient traffic control system.
I think that shire had three inspectors
and from what I have seen of their opera-
tions they seemed to be working Quite
efficiently. However, that area, which
was the last one in thc Pilbara to be ab-
sorbed by the Police, has welcomed the
move. The shire believes it will benefit
financially, and that the ratepayers will
also benefit from the move.

So many individual Points were made
during the debate that it was difficult to
keep up with them. The member for mt.
Lawley referred to the licensing of drivers
and he maintained that in some of the
smaller towns where the Police were in
charge of traffic the testing of drivers
would almost be impossible.

Mr. O'Connor: No, I did not say that.
Mr. B3ICKERTON: I must have mis-

understood the remarks of the member for
Mt. Lawley. I understand he referred to
the testing of drivers, and I think the
reference is in Mansard.

Mr. O'Connor: I think that Is about
the only thing I did not say. I referred
to the licensing of vehicles.

Mr. BICKERTON: The member for Mt.
Lawley referred to a Policeman being
alone on duty when a Person applies for
a license to drive a large truck. He went
on to say that the Policeman would not
have the time to go out and test the per-
son. If Hansard is correct, that Is what he
said. It Is not of Paramount importance.
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Mr. O'Connor: The context is not right, Mr. BICKERTON: How can one say
if the Minister reads the rest of what I
said. What I said was that some of the
police who would go to country areas
would not have sufficient qualifications so
far as driving licenses are concerned. They
could possibly have to test someone for
a driving license for a qualification over
and above what they, themselves, hold.

Mr. BICKERTON: I think the honour-
able member should correct the report
because it does not read that way.

Another matter referred to was along
the lines of a proposal for a separate
traffic authority. From inquiries I have
made the Police Department does not con-
sider this as a desirable circumstance at
this stage. The department feels that uni-
formity is of first importance. If it is
proved at a later stage that a separate
authority Is a better system I have no
doubt it will be investigated.

It is worth noting that the proposal
for a separate traffic authority is one
which was considered by the previous
Government in 1970, and not proceeded
with. So apparently the previous Govern-
men also did not go along with that, pro-
posal. That is the advice which has been
given to me.

The member for Mt. Lawley also based
much of his case on the complaints
received concerning the traffic takeover
at Albany. However, I am advised that
Albany has not been taken over, He went
on to* say that it would be interesting to
hear the complaints which have been
received from Esperance. Well, the presi-
dent of the shire (Mr. Patterson) is
reported to have said that his shire has
saved $10,000 annually by handing over
traffic control to the police.

Mr. Blaikie: The Minister is talking
about the shire of Busselton.

Mr. W. G. Young: I quoted that case.
Mr. BICKERTON: These matters took

up a considerable part of the speech made
by the member for Mt. Lawley. To go
right through the speech would not please
either myself or other members In this
Chamber,

I again say that some move must be
made in this direction. It is not the inten-
tion of the Government to criticise traffic
inspectors. The member for Moore men-
tioned the situation at Wannerco. I am not
here to say whether or not those inspec-
tors are good, bad, or indifferent. I have
observed quite a number of traffic inspec-
tors and I think they are probably quite
efficient. Those who are efficient will be
fitted into the organisation in the pro-
Posed takeover. They are probably very
well trained, and I do not overlook the
fact that they were trained by the Police
Department.

Mr. Lewis: I was referring to the
Police-trained men.

that a man trained by the Police Depart-
ment will not do as good a job as a traffic
inspector? It could also be argued that a
traffic inspector is better trained than a
Police officer.

Mr. Lewis: They have more experience
in the one job, for a start.

Mr. BICKERTON: That is doubtful. I
Would say that the basic traffic training
which the pollee receive is the best that
Is Possible. As far as experience goes, I
suppose a person who grows old in one jo
would probably be able to get a little less
speed out of a motorcycle but make up for
it with local cunning.

Mr. Lewis: The local shires were able to
Put on more personnel to do the job than
will be the case with the police.

Mr. BICKERTON: I am not arguing on
that point, but on the uniformity of traffic
control throughout the State. Some shires
cannot afford any traffic control at all and
the shire clerk acts in that capacity. Some
shires can probably afford a traffic in-
spector who may not be as young as he
used to be but he may be quite suitable
for the requirements of that shire. Others.
of course, can afford an efficient and Com-
plete traffic control system.

The Point the Government is making is
that the Premier said in his election policy
speech that he intended to make traffic
control uniform because he believed-and
I also believe-that a uniform system
would have advantages, and that such a
system should be operated by the Police
Force.

As I said previously, if we find at some
future stage that traffic control should be-
come a separate organisation then suitable
action can be taken. Perhaps the other
States might Come to light with something
In this direction.

Mr. Rushton: But we will lose so much
of what we already have. Could we not
go through the process In reverse?

Mr. BICKERTON: Nothing will have
been lost. The present system Is neither
one thing nor the other. Let us have
uniformity first. I am sure that if the
member for Dale can produce a convinc-
Ing argument at some later date it will be
dealt with.

Mr. Thompson: The Kalamunda Shire
now has four officers, only one of whom
meets the criteria set down by the com-
missioner for employment in the Police
Force. What does the Government pro-
Pose to do for those other officers? There
will b3 many others throughout the State
who will not be employed.

Mr. BICKERTrON: That is not easy to
answer. Certain provisions have been made
but there is an age limit. Also, the officers
have to pass certain Police standards. The
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member for Darling Range must be assum-
Ing that the officers he referred to will not
pass those standards. However, one can-
not expect a blank cheque. Surely, if men
are to be absorbed into the Police Force
some conditions have to be laid down. I
might agree at this stage that some people
could be placed in a Position of becoming
unemployed and I think they should be
looked after. Admittedly, I do not think
they should be wiped completely. It Is not
my job, but the policy of the Govern-
ment generaily, and the matter Is being
investigated. Much has been done. I do
not believe that everyone will be com-
pletely unaffected.

Those are my thoughts on the matter. I
have with me all the statistics which have
been supplied by the Minister for Police.
The debate has had a fair run In this
Chamber and if anyone at this stage does
not know the thoughts of members he has
not been listening.

I make special reference to the Leader
of the Country Party and I assure him
that the matters he brought forward will
be looked into. If we do not have an
opportunity to debate them I will supply
the answers to the member concerned.

Mr. Rushton: Would the Minister com-
ment on the proposal Put to him from this
side of the House?

Mr. BICKERTON: I thought it was a
good proposition but I prefer to examine
it rather than Just listen to it, and I
assure the member for Dale that he will
be acquainted with my views in due course.

Mr. Rushton: It will be too late.

Mr. BICKERTON: No. I[ commend the
Bill to the House.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes-21
Mr, Bertram Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Jones
Mr. Brady Mr. Laphamn
Mr. Brown Mr. May
Mr. Bryce Mr. Mcaver
Mr. Burke Mr. Mailer
Mr. Cook Mr. Sewell
Mr. T. D. Evans Mr. Taylor
Mr. Fletcher Mir. A R. Tonkin
Mr. Graham Mr. Harman
Mr. flartrey (Teller)

Noer-21
Mr. Blaikie Mr. Nalder
Mr. Court Mr. o'Connor
Mr. Coyne Mr. Yield
Dr. Dadour Mr. Runciman
Mr. Otyfer Mr. Rushiton
Mr. Grayden Mr. Stepnen3
Mr. Hutchinson Air. Thompson
.Mr. Lewis Air. Williams
NMr. W. A. Mann!ng Mr. W. G. Young
Mr. McPharltn Mr. I. W. Manning
Mr. Mfensaros (Teller .

Fairs
Ayes Now

Air. Davies Sir Dagv~d Brand
Mr. Batemain Mr. idge
Mr. H. D. Evan*- Mr. It. L. Young
Mr. J. T. Tonkin M~r. O'Neit

The SPEAKER: The voting being equal,
I give my casting vote with the Ayes.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(Mr. A. R. Tonkin) in the Chair; Mr.
Bickerton (Minister for Housing) in charge
of the Bill.

Clause 1 put and passed.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again, on motion by Mr. Harman.

CONTRACEPTIVES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading
MR. LAPHAM (Karrinyup) [5.36 p.m.):

I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
This Bill is a small one and I do not think
it is controversial. It seeks to make only
two amendments, the first being an addi-
tion to a definition and the second being
the repeal of a section.

The Act which this Bill seeks to amend
is in itself quite small. As a matter of
fact, it has only eight sections, most of
which are easily read, understandable, and
do not contain many lines.

Point o/ Order
Mr. WILI AMS: I rise on a point of

order. Is a private member entitied to
read his second reading speech in this
House?

The SPEAKER:. As far as I know, there
Is nothing in the Standing Orders to pre-
vent a private member reading his speech
when introducing a Bill. As a matter of
fact, the member for Vasse did so one
evening.

Debate Resumted
Mr. LAPHAM: Under these circum-

stances, it would be a small and compara-
tively easy exercise, and one which I
recommend to al] members, to assimilate
the knowledge contained in the Act and
the Bill so that each member would have
a complete grasp of what Is intended by
the amendments. The Act of which I
am speaking is the Contraceptives Act,
No. 11 of 1939.

This Act as at Present constructed is
a hindrance to the operation of the com-
paratively newly formed Family Planning
Association of Western Australia (Inc.)
wh'ch has as its objectives and functions
the providing of specialist medical advice
and assistance to people In methods of
contraception to enable them to space and
limit their families according to theIr

1915



1916 [ASSEMBLY.1

desires, health, and socio-economnic condi- It has been found necessary to do this
tions; to give medical advice and help to
childless couples who desire to conceive
children; and to assist in community edu-
cation by means of lectures and the publi-
cation and distribution of literature.

The SPEAKER: There is too much
audible conversation.

Mr. LAPHAM: The association has on
its executive committee three medical prac-
titioners, a psychiatrist, a professor of
child health, two obstetricians and gynae-
cologists, a director of church social ser-
vices, a health educator acting as its
honorary secretary, a chiropodist, two
journalists, a member of the State Parlia-
ment as its president, and, to balance it
off, an accountant.

Dr. Dadour: Why the chiropodist? You
do not get corns there.

Mr. LAPHAM: This association has
very commendable objectives and func-
tions and its personnel are people of high
standing in the community with profes-
sional qualifications ideally suited for their
self-imposed task.

it is one thing to set up an organisation
with such admirable objectives and quali-
fied staff, and another thing to make it
functional. To move from the theoretical
to the practical it was found necessary
to set up a clinic under the charge of a
medical practitioner. The patient would
see the doctor, who would advise in
accordance with his ultimate diagnosis.
For instance, if he were unable to give
advice himself he would refer the patient
to another medico with specialised know-
ledge in the particular field. If other
problems were involved, such as physical,
mental, or emotional problems, he could
refer the Patient to the local doctor or to
a specialist, whichever he deemed neces-
sary. Where a couple desire to bave a,
child and have been unable to do so-that
is, they have a fertility problem-he might
deal with the matter himself or refer the
patient elsewhere in accordance with the
circumstances. If the matter is one of
family planning the doctor can prescribe
whatever contraceptive is required and
dispense it to the patient.

Schedule 4 of the Poisons Act, 1964,
authorises doctors to dispense and sell
contraceptives, but I want members to
appreciate fully that the clinics have not
been established to cater for those who
merely wish to Purchase contraceptives.
on the contrary, it has as its purpose
family planning.

It will be noted in this regard that the
first amending clause of the Bill-that is,
clause 2-proposes to provide for the sale
of contraceptives by a chemist, This is
done by adding to the definition of "public
place" the words "but does not include
or apply to a pharmacy registered under
the provisions of the Pharmacy Act, 1964.'

because of a doubt which existed as to
whether a chemist had a legal right to
sell contraceptives. In effect, this amend-
ment is designed to confirm the original
intention of the Act: that is, that contra-
ceptives should be dispensed only by che-
mists and medical practitioners.

Unfortunately, the Contraceptives Act
in its present form is not clear. The dif -
ficulty arises with the definition of "public
Place," which is wide enough to embrace
a shop, including a chemist's shop; and
as the sale of contraceptives is not per-
missible in a public place as defined in the
Act, it appears that no shops, including
chemists' shops, can sell contraceptives.
This, of course, does not include oral con-
traceptives and any other contraceptives
specifically included in the Provisions of
the Poisons Act, 1964.

If this interpretation is wrong, it seems
that all shops, including chemists' shops,
are able to sell contraceptives. When an
opinion on this contention was sought from
the Parliamentary Draftsman, he replied
as follows:-

The conclusion that no shop is able
to sell contraceptives appears correct.
It would be possible to alter the situa-
tion so far as pharmacies are con-
cerned by adding after the final para-
graph of the interpretation "Public
place", the passage "but does not in-
clude or apply to a pharmacy regis-
tered under the provisions of the
Pharmacy Act, 1964."

Reference to the Bill now before the House
will show that the Parliamentary Drafts-
man's suggestion has been followed in
clause 2. However, the legal officer ex-
Plains further, and I quote-

This would largely rescue the Phar-
macist from the threat of section 5.
I say "largely" because he would still
need to exercise discretion since his
pharmacy is likely to adjoin, or even
be surrounded by, a Public place. He
would need to ensure that no contra-
ceptives were exhibited in view of per-
sons standing in an adjoining public
Place. This might not be easy where
the Pharmacy constitutes portion only
of the floor space of a larger shop.

Despite that risk to the pharmacist
the Hill intends only to give him the right
to sell or offer for sale contraceptives
-it gives him no other additional right-
and he would be bound, as would any-
one else, by all the other prohibitions in
the Act, including that of exhibiting to
a Person in a public Place, as defined.

The second amendment-and this is the
one to which I feel there may be some
objection-is to repeal section 4 of the Con-
traceptives Act. This section restricts the
insertion in any newspaper, periodical,
handbill, circular, Programme, or other
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document of any statement which is in-
tended to promote the sale or disposal of
any contraceptive, and further prohibits
any such statement to be publicly exhibited
or gratuitously sent or delivered to any
person.

it is this restrictive nature of the Act
which would severely hamper the effective
operation of the family planning clinic,
which if it is to function effectively must
of necessity draw attention to itself, its
address or addresses, and Its objectives and
functions; but unfortunately as the Con-
traceptives Act now provides by section 4
it is illegal for it to advertise in any way.

There can be no doubt that the purpose
of the Family Planning Association is to
promote the sale and the use of contra-
ceptives. Otherwise, there is no purpose
in such a clinic. There can also be no
doubt that it would be difficult for the
clinic to advertise without possibly Infring-
ing the Contraceptives Act. For instance.
if it were to put up a notice to the effect
that family planning clinics would be held
on certain days, it could possibly infringe
the Act.

So, to obviate all these difficulties, the
amendments to the Contraceptives Act are
proposed so that the very laudable objec-
tives of the Family Planning Association
of Western Australia (Tnc.) may be imple-
mented. I commend the Bill to the House.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [5.48 p.m.]: It is
probably advisable for me to say at the
outset that there are not many Bills upon
which a private member can speak freely
without Possibly contravening party rules.
it seems that the Liquor Act and the Con-
traceptives Act are two pieces of legisla-
tion upon which we can speak freely.

In the case of this particular measure I
am not prepared to sit here and allow a
vote to be taken without expressing my
opinion. In the first place I would like to
say that I am disappointed to see that so
much publicity has been given to the Bill;'
and that the Press has made it seem to be
a Government measure. It seems that when
this Bill was before another place those
members whom it suited endeavoured to
argue that it is a Government measure
and should have been proposed as such.' As
a member of the Labor Party I want to
say that it is not a Government measure.
It has not been decided upon by Cabinet.
and members have an open vote in regard
to whether or not this Hill should be
passed.

I would like to disabuse the minds of the
public: the Government did not introduce
this Hill. I, personally, will vote against it
at every stage in this House. I take the
view that on an important matter such as
this a Bill should be introduced by either
the Minister for Health or the Minister for
Police. However, the measure was not
introduced by either of those distinguished

gentlemen. It was introduced by a com-
paratively new member of Parliament who,
I feel, probably should have been advised
that it would be in his own interests and
the interests of the Family Planning As-
sociation to have the Bill introduced by
the Government. It is mainly along those
lines that I oppose the Bill.

I think in a matter of Public interest
such as this any party-whether it be the
Labor Party or the Liberal Party-should
be big enough to introduce the legislation
as a Government measure and prove to the
public that it is justified. After reading in
Hansard the debate which occurred in an-
other place I feel that the member who
introduced the Bill did not make out a
case. I am amazed to find in the record
the statement that there is a tendency
towards overpopulation.

Just imagine people talking about over-
Population in this State where we have
1,000,000 square miles of land and a popu-
lation of a little over 1,000,000 people, when
some of the islands within a few hundred
miles of our shores have 400 People to the
acre. In my opinion the whole measure is
ill-conceived.

I am suspicious--and I hope my sus-
picions will be forgiven--of the fact that
this measure followed closely after certain
films were shown in Parliament House. I
am also suspicious when I hear that East-
ern States people are prepared to spend
money on making films and making those
films available in this State so that the
general public will get the idea that we
are about to suffer from overpopulation. I
have a feeling there is more behind this
measure than meets the eye, because in
practically every weekend newspaper, and
in the daily Papers, the necessity for con-
traception has been emphasised in one
form or another. In my opinion there is
in existence a well-planned organisation
of certain vested interests who wished to
have this measure brought before the
Parliament, preferably by a private mem-
ber so that it might be passed without a
great deal of consideration. I am not pre-
pared to allow this measure to be passed
in that fashion.

I have already mentioned bow disap-
Pointed I am to find that in another place
members made out that this is a Govern-
ment Hill, and they kept this up right to
the last minute. The Leader of the Op-
position in another Place implied that the
Bill was introduced by the Labor Govern-
ment as such. I feel that as a Labor mem-
ber I should deny that that was the case.

Iam not against family planning; on the
contrary, I am all for it. As a matter of
fact I have sat on infant health centre
committees for the best part of 25 or 30
years. Parts of our infant health centre
were made available for prenatal and post-
natal activities; but for many reasons-I
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think mainly because of the east-succes-
sive Governments never saw fit to open the
prenatal section of the clinic.

Quite apart from that, my Christian
and family training has been such that
I feel this matter must be considered on
a family basis. Fathers and mothers are
entitled to consider what is in the best
interests of their families. I am not against
family planning clinics, and I would like
to see the Government introduce a mea-
sure so that family planning may be
properly considered in all its aspects. It is
necessary to provide clinics around the
metropolitan area and to make available
expert doctors to give advice regarding
contraception, whether it be artificial,
oral, or whatever.

I understand, Mr. Speaker, that it is
the desire of the Government to proceed
with other business at the moment.
Therefore, I move-

That I be given leave to continue
my speech at a later stage of the
sitting.

Motion Put and passed.
Debate thus adjourned until a later

stage of the sitting.
(Continued on this page.)

MAIN ROADS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Council's Further Message
message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's request for a conference, and
had appointed The Hon. C. R. Abbey.
The Hon. N. E. Baxter, The Hon. S. J.
Dellar, The H-on. N. McNeill, and The Hon.
J. Dolan (Minister for Police) as managers
for the Council; the Select Committee
room as the place of meeting: and the
time 7.00 p.m., Thursday, the 1st June.

Mr. JAMIESON: I move-
That the time and place fixed by

the Legislative Council be agreed to.
In so doing, I notice the member for Mt.
Lawley is not in his seat. Perhaps some-
one will convey to him the time and place
of the meeting.

Mr. 1. W. Manning: Yes.
Question put and Passed.
Mr. JAMIESON: I move-

That the Legislative CouncIl be
acquainted accordingly.

Question put and passed.

CONTRACEPTIVES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from an earlier stage

of the sitting.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [5.58 p.m.]: I do
not wish to say a great deal more in regard
to this measure. I have already made the
point that it was introduced by a private
member and not by the Government. I1
have also said that I am not against
family planning; I am all for it provided
it is performed on a proper basis. I would
like to see this type of legislation intro-
duced by the Government rather than by
People who have only limited knowledge
of the matter.

Finally, I want to say that a further
reason for my objection to this measure is
that it is designed to provide an open go
with regard to advertising. I do not think
that is desirable because in previous years,
Prior to the introduction of the Contra-
ceptives Act, no restrictions were placed
on these articles. They were Peddled all
around the community and brought into
all sorts of Places, causing embarrassment
to families. They were even brought Into
schools.

I have read recently that in certain
schools in America these things are actively
Purveyed in the school grounds. I for one
feel we have had enough of the permissive
society without encouraging and allowing
this type of article to be advertised freely.

I think we are getting far too much of
this type of advertising in the community.
One has only to look at today's issue of the
Daily News to see the first two Pictorials
in connection with the screening of certain
Pictures in the metropolitan area. if we
are to have superimposed certain pharma-
ceutical organisations and chemists parad-
ing their wares we can imagine the lengths
to which they will go when trying to hard-
sell their Particular articles to the public,
whether the People like them or not.

So far as I am concerned I am not pre-
pared to vote for this type of legislation.
There is, in my opinion, the necessity for
chemists to be able to sell the articles in
question and they have done this for many
Years. This could be continued on the
basis on which it is being done at present.

I have been a member of Parliament for
24 years, and not once in those 24 Years can
I honestly say that anybody has ever sug-
gested to me that the law in regard to these
particular articles should be changed. So
it would appear there is no general demand
for this legislation, and this gave rise to
my earlier thoughts.

I feel there is more behind this legisla-
tion than meets the eye, particularly when
it comes to films being Purveyed around
the metropolitan area and people speaking
in support of the sale of these articles and,
further, to crown it all we now have a
Private member's Bill introduced.

By all means let the Government have
a look at the statistics of venereal disease
and the necessity for family Planning; let
the Government look at the social and
economic Position and if necessary at the
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child welfare expenditure at the present
tine and, having done so, let it bring down
a well-thought-out and well-reasoned Bill
so that this matter can be given proper
attention. This would prevent our going
off half-cocked in legislation of this kind.
I oppose the Bill. I hope it does not pass
through the second reading stage.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Bickerton (Minister for Housing).

UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE ECONOMY

Government Policy: Motion

Debate resumed, from the 12th April, on
the following motion by Mr. Mensaros:-

That in the opinion of this House the
Government has neglected its duties
and responsibilities because:

(1) It has failed to recognise in
advance the economic signs
which were indicated and has
failed to arrest the adverse
forces which resulted in the
weakening of the State's pre-
vious buoyant economy;

(2) It has displayed complete in-
eptitude in halting and revers-
ing the down turn of develop-
ment and thus has allowed
Western Australia to become
the State with the highest un-
employment rate;

(3) D e s p i t e generous special
grants from the Common-
wealth, it still las teablt
and Initiative to institute and
apply sound and practical
measures to successfully com-
bat and solve the grave un-
employment situation, parti-
cularly in the building trade:

(4) It does not show any signs of
imaginative advance planning
by incentives aimed to in-
fluence the growth of economy
to eliminate or at least con-
siderably cushion future tem-
porary down turns in our
State which under the pre-
vious Government achieved
the highest rate of continuous
development in Australia.

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Premier)
[6.04 p.m.1: When I saw the member for
Ploreat get up and move this motion I
wondered what was afoot, because I do
not regard him as a naive sort of person.
When, however, he went ahead and singled
out the Western Australian Government
as being responsible for the downturn in
the economy which has occurred all round
the world, I began to wonder whether my
assessmtent of his ability bad been correct
or not; because nobody with any common
sense at all could hold the opinion that
this is the only state where there is unem-
ployment or any downturn in business.

As a matter of fact the reason the
Prime Minister has several times agreed
to special grants of money being made
available has been that the Commonwealth
Government has been concerned about the
position throughout Australia generally.

If that were not so and the Prime
Minister wished to assist in regard to
unemployment, then such grants as he
felt disposed to make would have been
made to Western Australia alone. But
New South Wales. Victoria, and Queens-
land, received more money by way of
grants to assist unemployment than did
Western Australia. What is more Impor-
tant is the way the grants were made.
They were made for the Purpose of assist-
ing unemployment more in New South
Wales and Victoria than in Western Aus-
tralia, because it should be very well known
that unemployment In Western Australia
is greatest in the metropolitan area and
not in the rural districts; whereas in New
South Wales and Victoria unemployment
is greatest In the rural districts and not
in the metropolitan areas.

The Commonwealth Government made
money available by way of grants for
expenditure in the rural districts. That
meant that we in Western Australia could
not benefit to the same degree as would
unemployment benefit in the other States.
I have heard the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition from time to time claim that
had the Brand Government remained in
power the unemployment problem would
not have existed.

Mr. Court: I do not think I said it
would not have existed. I said It would not
have been at the proportions at which it
is today.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition said there would never
have been any.

Mr. Court: I am fortified in my view by
the situation in Queensland which is cam-
paigning In two Labor Government States
to obtain workers.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: If the honourable
member had all the answers how does he
explain having allowed unemployment to
occur during the last months of his office?

Mr. Rushton: It was school time.

Mr. Court: There were years when It
was 1.7-something and 1.6-something. How
you would long to be back to those figures.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The honourable
member will be sorry he made that state-
ment.

Mr. Court: I am telling you about the
statistics I had.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I can tell the hon-
ourable member something.

Mr. Williams: All the Ministers have
shot through.
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have a copy of
The Australian of the 14th April, 1972,
the leading article of which states--

Mr. Snedden's mini-Budget did not
come a day too early from the view-
point of both the nation's economic
wellbeing and the electoral prospects
of the Government.

It talks about the nation's economic well-
being; not about Western Australia's well-
being.

Mr. Hutchinson:, Does not the State
Government play any sort of role in this
matter?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The article con-
tiflues-

As long ago as last December. this
newspaper pointed out in a special
series of leading articles that the
economy was languishing-

That refers to the economy throughout
Australia, not only in Western Australia.

Mr. Rushton: How do You equate the
situation with that which exists at the
present time?

Mr, J. T. TONKIN: to continue-
-because the management of It was
based on a false reading of the causes
of our problem Of inflation. We argued
that the resultant stagnation was los-
ing u~s goods and services at the rate
of more than $300,OOO,OOO a year.

This is not in Western Australia but
throughout the whole of Australia. To
continue-

And we suggested that the economy
should be lifted by a strong injection
of spending power-

It does not say Western Australia is the
only place where this injection Is needed.

Mr. Court: What has this to do with
your argument? I am trying to find how
you would contradict my figures.

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: The article con-
tinues--

-mainly through incentives to in-
dustry and Increases In some social
services. Since then, the Government
has been deluged with similar advice
from friend and foe alike. It re-
sponded in February to the extent of
reducing bond rates and bank-lend-
Ing and deposit rates.

Mr. W. A. Manning: I thought you did
not like newspaper cuttings.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN4: I have here The
West Australian of Thursday. the 13th
April, 1972.

Mr. Court: You were going to read those
percentages I gave you from the Common-
wealth Statistician.

Mr. J, T. TONKIN: They are here, but
I will utilise the sequence that suits me,
not the sequence that suits the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Court: Except that you challenged
my figures.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Deputy Leader
of the Oppositon should be a little patient:
it is a virtue.

Mr. Williams: The workers are being
patient at the present time, but they are
fast running out of patience.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Lest members have
the mistaken idea that I amn not going to
Quote fromn the political notes of Sir David
-and this is important-I repeat that Is
exactly what I am about to quote from
The West Australian, of Thursday, the
13th April, 1972. This is what Sir David
had to say-

LIBERAL POLICIES
Liberal policies place full emphasis

on Individuals, on their freedom and
their well-being. They are designed
to create and maintain a free society
in which individuals may pursue their
particular goals subject only to the
rights of others.

Under these policies Australia has
had two decades of relative prosperity.

Mr. Court: Hear, hear!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue-

Except f or the downturn in the 1961 -
52 period-

Mr. Williams: That is fair enough.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Sir David acknow-

ledges the downturn in 1961-62 and says--
-and the people generally have en-
joyed a high standard of living.

Mr. Williams: He has also acknowledged
the downturn in 1972.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Sir David goes on to
say-

The economic situation of 197 1-72
can be compared with that of the
1961-62 period. Ten years ago when
similar circumstances existed the ad-
justing measures that were taken
created the uplift in the economy that
gave us almost another decade of new
Prosperity.

Here we have the Leader of the Opposition
likening the downturn in 1971-72 to that
which occurred In 1961-62.

Mr. Court: What is wrong with that?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: There Is nothing

wrong with it. It is perfectly all right.
Mr. O'Neil: This State was not as bad

in 1962 as It Is in 1971-72.
Mr. 3. T1. TONKIN: As I have said, there

is nothing wrong with what Sir David said,
but It does indicate that the difficulty
which exists in Western Australia is a diffi-
culty which is being experienced through-
out the Commonwealth and as any down-
turn in the economy similar to what oc-
cured in 1961-62-
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Mr. O'Neil: It did not have as much
effect on the economy in 1961-62 as it has
now.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Let us now have the
figures which the Deputy Leader of the
opposition was so anxious to hear. During
1969 the unemployment figure in Western
Australia was 4,833 in February; and in
March it fell to 3,954. That was a drop
of 18 per cent, in those two months,
whereas the employment position in Aus-
tralia had a drop overall of 19 per cent.
So we did not keep up with the Australian
average In 1969 when unemployment drop-
ped between February and March.

Mr. Court: We had better all round
figures.

Mr. Rushton: Whit was our relative
position?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have listened to
the member Dale ad nauseam.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 10.18 P.r..

Mr. J, T. TONKIN: Before the tea sus-
pension I was proceeding to explain some
unemployment figures. I want to continue
with those and then make a few other
remarks in connection with this motion.

The unemployment figure for February,
1970, was 4,661 and in March it had fallen
to 4,165 which is a reduction of only 11
per cent. for those two months whereas
over the whole of Australia the reduction
in unemployment for those two months
was an average of 19 per cent. That indi-
cates we were worse nff compared with
the other States.

Mr. O'Connor: What was the percentage
of unemployment?

Mr. Rushton: What was our base? That
is what we must work on.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We are hearing
from the member for Dale again, are we?
In February, 1971, the figure was 6,744.
which is up 2.000 on the figure for February
of the previous year and by March it fell
to 5,929, which was about 1,800 higher
than in March the previous year. That
was a fall of 12 per cent, in those two
months compared with an average fall
over the whole of Australia of 15 per cent.

Actually in the years 1968 to 1971 over
the whole of Australia the drop between
February and March averaged more than
17 per cent., but the drop in Western Aus-
tralia was below that average in every year.

Mr. Court: What does this prove? We
would love to be back on the percentages
of unemployment we had then.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have here The
Australian of Tuesday, the 18th April,' and
the heading of an article in it is, "Number
of jobless is worst since 1963." This does
not refer to Western Australia, but to
the whole of Australia. The article states-

Unemployment in Australia is now
the worst since July 1963. It dete-
riorated again last month despite the

Federal Government's optimistic fore-
casts that the situation was coming
under control.

Towards the end of the article is the fol-
lowing:-

Other sobering aspects of Mr.
Lynch's statement were that employ-
ment in large private factories fell by
2011 compared with increases of 1005
and 1914 in the same month of the
previous two years...

These figures are clearly indicative of the
comparable situation right throughout the
whole of the Commonwealth, but the mem-
ber for Floreat endeavours to single out
this State and blame this Government for
the situation which exists here.

Let us consider the Individual figures for
certain months to show that if the Brand
Government had the answers to this unem-
ployment problem it failed to apply them
in the last year before it went out of office.
The following are the unemployment fi-
gures for 1970:-

January .... .. ... 5,288
February .... .... .. 4,661
March .... . 4,165
April ... . .. . 3,833
May ... .. .. 4,337
June ....... 5,147
July .... . . .. 5,054
August ... .... 4,373
September .... .. 3,817
October ... ...-. 3,554
November ... .. .. 3,781
December _ ... .. 5,703

Let us compare those figures with the
figures for the previous year to indicate
to what extent the situation was worsen-
ing then when these ideas which we are
supposed to have had and were not applied
were, according to the member for Floreat,
in the minds of the members of the Pre-
vious Government. I ask the question:
When this drift was occurring obviously
every month, why did the then Govern-
ment not do something about it?

MVr. Court: What was the percentage?

Mr. J, T. TONKIN: I am not so good
that I can work these percentages out, but
I will give the Deputy Leader of the Op.-
position the actual figures and he can work
them out for me.

Mr. Court: The percentages are what are
important. In January and February,
which are the bad months, the percentage
was 1.1 and 1.6.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The following are
the figures for 1969 and 1970:-

1969 1970
August 3,233 ... .... 4,373

That figure increased by 1.000
Mr. Williams: We want the percentages.
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue-
1969 1970

September .... 2,842 3,'817
October .... ... ... 2,674 3,554
November .. . 3,134 3,781
December ... ... 4,614 5,703

In January, 1970, the figure was 5,288,. but
in January, 1971, it was 6.961.

Mr. Rtushton: What wvas the percentage
of school-leavers?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: In February, 1970,
the figure was 4,661, while in February,
1971, it was 6,744. It was up 2,100 or 50
per cent. on the figure for the same
months in the previous year. Where was
all the expertise the then Government
had?

Mr. Williams: What about the figures
for 1972?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Why did it not
apply all its knowledge at that tine to
arrest the drift?

Mr. Court: There was no drift to arrest.
The percentages were 1.6 and 1.7.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The reason the Gov-
ernment did nothing was that the drift
was evident not only in Australia, but also
right throughout the rest of the world.

Mr. Williams: What was the figure in
February, 1972?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Look it up.
Mr. Williams: Why not be a little lair?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have here a copy
of the Sunday Mail published in Adelaide
on the 15th April, 1972. The heading is.
"Still no jobs for Australian unemployed."
It reads-

Canberra, Saturday: National un-
employment levels in March did not
improve, according to figures to be re-
leased on Monday.

The figures will disclose that, des-
pite a fall of more than 15,000 in the
actual number out of work, the un-
employment total, after allowing for
seasonal factors, has exceeded 100.000.

This is the first time since 1963 that
seasonally adjusted unemployment has
reached six figures....

In the past four years. the drop in
unemployment between February and
March has averaged more than 17 per
cent.

The decrease this year is estimated
to be only 13 per cent.

Government sources said the mea-
sures taken at the Premiers' Confer-
ence, in February would not have had
time to affect March unemployment.

I ask: Was this situation limited only to
Western Australia? If this serious situa-
tion existed only in this State why was
the Commonwealth Government taking

special measures to deal with it and to ex-
plain that there had not been sufficient
time for the special measures to take
any effect?

I also have a copy of The Australian of
Friday, the 14th April, 1972. The editorial
had this to say-

But, in getting to where it is in its
economic policies, the Government has
shown everybody something about its
management capability that it would
have been better to hide. The Prime
Minister and the Treasurer have been
making much play of the fact that
loss of confidence has a rolling, debili-
tating effect. With the best will in
the world, though, it is hard to have
confidence in a leadership that has
had three goes at controlling the
economy in the last seven months-
reversing an entire Budget strategy in
the process--without yet getting it
quite right. There is every indication
that its mini-Budget would never have
been born if the Government had nit
been forced into conceiving it by the
spread of public unease over its in-
eff ectiveness.

That is in reference to the situation
throughout Australia generally.

Mr. Lewis: Do you always agree with
editorials?

Mr. Hartrey: We agree with this one.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Is the member for

Moore suggesting that this is not a fac-
tual statement? If that is his suggestion,
in turn I suggest to him that he should
write to the editor and tell him to be more
careful.

Mr. Lewis: Will you do that on some
occasions, too?

Mr. Hutchinson: When in Opposition
you used to blame the State Government.

Mr. J. T. TON-KIN: What I am saying
Is that it is absolutely ridiculous to try
to establish that unemployment is limited
to Western Australia and is not serious
in every other State in the Common-
wealth-indeed, in other parts of the
world.

Mr. Court: How is it that Queensland
is having to recruit in the two Labor
States when Queensland has exactly the
same type of economy as Western Aus-
tralia?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Does the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition know why?

Mr. Court: Because there Is a lack of
employment in the two Labor States and
Queensland is on the move.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: At the last Premiers'
Conference, the Premier of Queensland
did not say, "~We do not want a hand-out
from the Commonwealth, because there is
no unemployment in Queensland."

Mr. Court: of course he would not. His
position is so strong he has just won an
election handsomely.
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Mr. T. D. Evans: The Queensland
Treasurer was screaming for more.

Sir David Brand: Knowing the Queens-
land Premier, I am quite sure he was not
screaming.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Let us look at some
of these situations. One of the reasons
for the income of iron-ore companies
being less this year than last year is not
the ineffectiveness of the Western Aus-
tralian Government, but the fact that the
companies could not sell overseas--not in
Australia-the same quantity of iron ore
they were able to sell before.

Mr. Court: Queensland has a worse
problem then that.

Mr, J. T. TONKIN: Never mind about
Queensland; I am dealing with Western
Australia.

Mr. Court: Queensland has the same
type of economy under the same circum-
stances in the same country, but that
State is recruiting labour from the two
Labor States.

Mr. J. T. TONKiN: is the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition trying to estab-
lish the reason the iron-ore companies in
Western Australia are selling less iron
ore this year than last is that we are in
power? Is that what he is saying?

Mr. Court: We are talking about the
State as a whole.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That is only humbug.
MNr. Court: we are not only an iron-ore

State. There is the whole of the State
to consider.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I am using this as
an illustration.

Mr. Williams: What was stated by the
people in the march, when one or two
were allowed to speak, was not humbug.
You ask your Deputy Premier.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The member for
Bunbury knows quite well I was not there.

Mr, Williams: I know you were not.
Mr, J. T. TONKIN, They 'were not blam-

ing the State Government for it.
Mr. Williams: They were not allowed

to speak. They were drowned out.
Mr. Hutchinson: When in Opposition

you blamed the State Government for a
level of 1.6 per cent. unemployment. Was
that logical?

Mr. J. T, TONKIN: Shut up, will you?
Surely we can deal with the situation-

Mr. Court: The Premier is under strain.
Mr. J. T, TONKIN: -as it exists.

Through you, Mr. Speaker, I ask the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition whether
he blames the Government for the fact
that Alcoa did not go on with its plan for
the third unit? Was that due to anything
in Western Australia?

Mr. Court: I come back to my point.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, 'You come back

to Your point all right."
Mr. Court: There are not only one or

two industries in this State. There are
plenty of things to be done if You had the
expertise to go out and negotiate.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Why did not the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition use the
expertise in 1970?

Mr. Court: We had the performance.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: What performance?
Mr. T. D. Evans: The Opposition has

some figures to explain.
Mr. Court: The Premier would love to

go back to the worst figures.
Mr. J. T. TONKINJ: If unemployment

in 1970 was 50 per cent. worse than it was
In 1969, where was the expertise that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition speaks

Mr. Williams: Compare it with 1959.
Mr. Rushton: You are bringing us to

bankruptcy.
Mr. J. T. TONKCIN: I ask members oppo-

site to face up to the situation. There is a
downturn of trade in Japan, a country
which achieved a growth rate far greater
than the one achieved in Western Aus-
tralia under the Brand Government-far,
far greater. However, suddenly Japan hit
trouble. Why? It was for two reasons. The
United States Imposed a 10 per cent, sur-
charge on imports and it devalued the
currency. Devaluation of the currency, so
far as Western Australian ore producers
are concerned, has meant a -substantial
reduction In income, irrespective of the
quantity of iron ore being sold, because
contracts are written in U.S. dollars.

Mr. Williams: How many people have
been put off from the iran-ore companies?

Mr. Bickerton: Quite a number. What
does the member for Bunbury mean by
asking, "How many?"

Mr. Williams: I am asking your leader.
Mr. Bickerton: You come and see me

privately. There was one complete pro-
ject that could not go ahead.

Mr. Williams: How many people did
companies which are already in operation
put off ?

Mr. Bickerton: Come and have a look
some time.

The SPEAKER: Order[

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Japanese
recognised the effect that their attitude
had had in a number of countries through-
out the world and the Ministry of Inter-
national Trade gave consideration to what
ought to be done. It recommended to the
finance committee that $560,000,000 should
be provided for the purpose of enabling
the Japanese to adhere to their contracts
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and buy minerals from various countries
throughout the world. When this recom-
mendation went to the finance Minister
he would not agree to the full amount of
$560,000,000 being provided, but he agreed
to the provision of $360,000,000 for this
purpose: to buy the non-ferrous metals
from underdeveloped countries to assist
them in their economy.

I have given that illustration to show
that irrespective of what Government is in
power in any of those countries the situa-
tion in Japan would have an adverse effect
upon their economy and would result in
unemployment. To redress the situation
the Japanese were prepared to use some
of their foreign currency, by way of loan
to Japanese companies, to enable them to
purchase non-ferrous metals which they
were in no Position to use, but simply to
assist the economy of those various
countries. The Japanese are to be
applauded.

The illustration I have given shows that
a Government cannot expect, in these days,
to operate in isolation and, despite any
great expertise it may claim to have, its
economy will be adversely affected by
world conditions.

Mr. Court: The Government must have
some effect.

Mr. J. T. TONKCIN., To talk about blam-
ing the western Australian Government
for the unemployment situation is sheer
humbug.

Mr. Hutchinson: Why did You blame
the Western Australian Government-the
Brand Government when it was in office-
years ago?

Mr. Court: You were on it for hours.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: On unemployment?
Mr. Hutchinson: Yes, I was trying to tell

you this when you told me to shut up.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: What year?
Mr. Hutchinson: It was about 1961 or

1962.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Rubbish!
Mr. Hutchinson: It is not rubbish at all.

Mr. T. D. Evans: There was the com-
bination of the Menzies Government and
the Brand Government to blame at that
time.

Mr. Hutchinson: You wash your hands
of State responsibility.

Mr. J. T. TONKCIN: When members of
the opposition are under fire they crack
very easily.

Mr. Williams: We crack back.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: They have never yet
demonstrated they can take it.

Mr. Court: We have really had an ex-
hibition from you tonight. Fancy the
Premier of the State telling a member to
shut up.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Opposition likes
dealing it out, but cannot take it, and
comes back with all the interjections in
the world,

Mr. Williams: You were not doing a bad
job this afternoon.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I say to the member
for Bunbury that few members in this
House interject less than I,

Mr. Williams: You were not doing a bad
job when I was speaking.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I repeat that few
members interject less than 1. It Is very
rarely that I interject on a member who
is stating his case in the initial stages-
very rarely indeed. The member for Bun-
bury can turn back the pages of Hansard
and find that this is true.

Mr. Williams: You look at my speech
this afternoon.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I ask him to look
through Hansard to see how often my
name is mentioned as an interjector. I am
not complaining. The Opposition can
shoot off its mouth for as long as it likes.
It is only an indication of the fact that
members opposite simply cannot take it.

Mr. Williams: That is your story and you
are sticking to it.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The member for
Floreat must think we are very naive, be-
cause he said that this is not necessarily
a political exercise-not much!

Mr. Thompson: No less than the one out
the front.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: What on earth is
this motion? What was the basis for it
when unemployment is rife right through-
out the Commonwealth? Why has the
Commonwealth Government been jumping
all over the place with all sorts of measues
in an attempt to bring down the unemploy-
ment figure which reached 10,000? Why
has it been doing that?

Mr. Rushiton: Whitlam predicted 150,000.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Because of the situa-

tion which exists. I suggest to all the
members of the opposition who have the
expertise and know all the answers: Let
the Prime Minister and his Colleagues
know. All Opposition members had to do
was to get out pen and paper and scribble
a few lines. They Could write, "Mr. Prime
Minister, this is what you have to do to
put the country right. If we were the
Government we would put it right in West-
ern Australia so we can tell you how to
put it right throughout the country.'

Mr. Court: We could be concentrating
on Western Australia.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: This would save the
country millions of dollars and there would
have been no need for a mini-budget. Why
did the Opposition not do this?
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Mr. Jamieson: You should have sent the
member for Nedlands. over to tell the Prime
Minister.

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: Mr. Speaker, I say
finally-

Mr. Williams: Oh, no!
Dr. Dadour: We would like to hear some

more.
Mr. Williams: Are you going to deal with

the point made by the member for Floreat
that increased prices and charges have
a bearing on unemployment?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Finally, I say this:
I have seen a few political exercises and
I have been engaged In a few of them my-
self, but this is the funniest I have ex-
perienced in 39 years.

Mr, Hutchinson: For sheer entertain-
ment value this takes the cake!I

Mr. Court: I hope you like the spectacle
of your deputy leader posing on the steps
of Parliament House with two well-known
communists at the head of unemployed
people who want employment and not
political speeches.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The Messiah from Ned-
lands holding forth!

Mr. J. TI. TONKIN: In view of that re-
mark I cannot stop now. I must inform
the House of the steps taken by the Gov-
ernment. We have done as much, if niot
more, than any other State Government
in the Commonwealth.

Additional funds, are being assi1gned tn
Government departments and to local
authorities in anticipation of the continua-
tion of the funds which the Commonwealth
Government hias been allocating. I feel
this is a reasonable anticipation because
the Commonwealth Government is not
likely to cut off the funds just prior to an
election.

The next point is this: In February of
this year we made available $840,000 from
our own resources--not from Common-
wealth resources.

Mr. O'Connor: This was not the figure
given by the Deputy Premier in answer to
questions in this House.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: This was to stimulate
employment in the metropolitan area be-
cause the Commonwealth assistance was
not aimed at doing that-it was aimed at
stimulating employment in eountry dis-
tricts.

]Further, I have approved of the use of
$1,000,000 for further employment In the
metropolitan area and steps have been
taken to draw up a programme of works to
give effect to this decision forthwith.

on the 12th May I nrote to the Prime
Minister and asked him to give my Govern-
ment special permission to borrow
$3,000,000 for sewage works. Having re-
ceived no reply up to date-

Mr. May: That is unusual!

Mr. J. T. TONKIN:-I sent an urgent
telegram to him reading as follows:-

The unemployment problem in this
State par ticularly In the metropolitan
area is giving rise to great concern-

Mr. Hutchinson: Hear, hear!
Mr. J. T1. TONKIN: To continue-

-and I therefore urge early approval
of the proposal advanced In my letter
to you of 12 May for an immediate
special $3 million semi- Governmental
borrowing by the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Board.

The Prime Minister would surely know
that the unemployment figure is high in
Western Australia. If we are prepared to
spend this money we want to spend it as
quickly as possible. My request, there-
fore, was entitled to receive early atten-
tion. However, I have had to follow my
letter with a telegram.

The member for Floreat accuses us of
inactivity, inability to appreciate the posi-
tion, and inability to read the signs. Do
the other State Governments have this
inability to read the signs? If they have
read the signs, why do they have unem-
ployment? Why is there unemployment
in various countries of the world? is it
because they have Governments which are
unable to read the signs?

Therefore I say, this attempt to put for-
ward a motion-not necessarily political
but merely by way of a trial-is one of the
funniest things I have ever experienced
Si may life.

Mr. Hutchinson: I always thought you
had a queer sense of humnour.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: As there is no basis
for the motion, I am not in favour of it.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Harman.

MAIN ROADS ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Conference Managers' Report

MR. JAMIE SON (Belmont-Minister for
Works) C1O.52 pm.].: I have to report that
following a conference of managers, the
following agreement was reached:-

The conference of managers agrees
to the passing of the Bill as amended
with the provision of additional words
to proposed new section 33B as fol-
lows:-

Add after the word "roads" In
line 26 on page 3, the following
words:- "where such hoardings
or other advertising structures are
considered to be hazardous to
traffic safety or are aesthetically
objectionable and in the case of
such hoardings or other advertis-
Ing structures erected on private
property where the property owner
refuses either to remove the sign
or transfer it to another site ac-
ceptable to the commissioner."
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I move-
That the report be adopted.

Copies of the decision of the conference
have been circulated. I apologise to the
House for the length of time taken, but
we could not even get to the stage of agree-
ing to drop the Bill because same members
thought there was enough in it to make
it worth while fighting for. Finally we
reached this compromise which has been
adopted unanimously by the conference.

The conference of managers agreed to
the passing of the Bill, as amended, with
the addition of the words to proposed new
section 33B. This means that the Legisla-
tive Council's proposal to delete the wvords
"in the vicinity of" and our argument to
add the words "300 feet" have been dis-
carded and we will return to the original
wording of the Bill.

Question put and passed and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

Counicil's Further Message
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers' report.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Premier)
(10.54 p.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11.00 a.m. on Friday, the 2nd
June, 1912.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 10.55 p in.

i1-rgidatiuv (3,1undl
Friday, the 2nd June, 1972

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L.. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 11.00 a.m., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Postponement

THE HON. W. F. WILLE SEE (North-
East Metropolitan-Leader of the H-ouse)
[11.05 a.m.]: I ask ]eave of the House to
deal with questions on notice at a later
stage of the sitting.

The PRESIDENT: Leave granted.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTS
SYMBOL BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 31st May.

THE HON. WV. F. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan-Leader of the H-ouse)
111.07 a.mJl: Those who have spoken to
this Bill have supported it and, therefore,
I do not intend to take up a lot of timne in

reply. The crux of the Bill lies in the
amendments which have been placed on
the notice paper and in view of the fact
that this is "good Friday" to me I do not
intend to spend an undue amount of time
discussing them. I have a general com-
ment which I think is applicable to what
has been said by previous speakers.

The first point is the degree of manu-
facture which has to be carried out on any
product in Western Australia before that
product may, within the provisions of this
Bill, be identified as a local product
through the use of the symbol. The Bill
has been framed deliberately to allow a
wide interpretation to be placed an what
is a Western Australian product. This has
been done so that companies which have
viable and genuine manufacturing facilities
in this State will be able to use the symbol
to their benefit to provide greater sales
and the subsequent industrial expansion
that the Government is seeking.

There is no simple definition of what
constitutes a locally manufactured Pro-
duct and any definition which could be
incorporated in this Bill would necessarily
be restrictive. It is not the intention of
the Bill to place any more restrictions on
manufacturers than are absolutely neces-
sary. Because we want to encourage maxi-
mum expansion of industry in Western
Australia we have framed this Bill to give
freedom to the Minister and the depart-
ment to permit the use of the symbol for
that purpose; the job of getting on with
industrial expansion.

However, while allowing this freedom,
the Bill will also provide adequate powers
for the department to stop the blatant use
of the symbol on products which are not
locally made, or which have insufficient
local content to allow them to be identified
with the symbol.

The second point raised by Mr. Logan
was the actual design of the symbol.
Whether he personally likes it or not, it
is already doing a magnificent job in pro-
moting local products. The latest survey
of housewives carried out to te-st the mar-
ket penetration of the symbol showed that
84.6 per cent, of housewives are aware of
the symbol and know precisely what it
means--that it, in fact, does identify a
product made in Western Australia. It has
been estimated that approximately 90 per
cent. of all retail purchases are made by
housewives, so the symbol is already doing
its job.

Had its outline been more like a geo-
graphical replica of Western Australia it
is doubtful whether it would have been as
effective in carrying its marketing mes-
sage to consumers. In its present form the
symbol is a simple design which is quickly
and easily recognisable, and it is clearly
associated by consumers with goods manu-
factured in Western Australia.
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